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Tough AC Spark Plugs keep a bike eoing 
when the pressures really on 


AC Spark Plugs are built tough, — 
tough to take hours of motoring 
at peak revs in all conditions, 

And a well tuned bike with the 
right kind of spark plugs can 
help save fuel too. So fit AC — there 
are AC Spark Plugs to suit every 
bike, 


The bike feels as if it's a part of 
you — the motor's running like 
a dream — lean into the curve. Great, 
here's a straight. 

Spark plugs? You wouldn't give 
them a thought — but they're 
there — working flat-out. Tough AC 
Spark Plugs can take it. 





keeps you going 
when the going’s tough 


Parts and Accessories Division of General Motors New Zealand Limited, 








‘over the lead at the 


inside. 


Murray De Lacy, figured prominently in the 500cc class results and Yamaha RD 350’s dominated the smaller class. 


Full story and pix on centre pages. 


Ma 


in Mar! 


A two man team of Euro 


pean road racers is to fly 


to New Zealand for the Marlboro series’ this 


summer. 
former. 


Englishmen 


Charles Mortimer 
professional!’ sportscar 


and 


driver, Piers 


Forester, will Bring their Yamaha TZ750 machines 
under the Read \Titan) international racing team 


banner. 


accompanying events. 
It was stated in the 


November 11 issue of NZMCN 
that) Mortimer was Interested 
Incoming to New Zealand, 
The’ 25-year-old Londoner has 
since cabled Philip Morris 





Photo shows Chas Mortimer after 
his 250cc class victory at the 
Yugoslav GP earller this year. 
Ltd, the tobacco company 
Which is putting up the money 
for the series, saying ‘he and 
Forester will be racing, They 
are due to arrive in New 
Zealand about the 10th 
December. 5 
Mortimer is a seasoned 
Campalgner_ of the tough 
British and European circults, 
having first seriously. con- 
tested the World Champlon- 
Ships in 1970 aboard private 
Yamahas. He finished sixthiin 
the 250cc class thal year and 
fas subsequently finished In 
the top six in 125cc, 250cc, 
350cc and 500cc classes of 
{He World’ Champlonships. 
This year he obtained!a T2750 
Yamaha on which he has/had 
Many. successes, including 
the “Swedish Grand Prix: at 





a A mechanic will accompany them and 
will probably race Foresters Yamaha. TZ250 in’ 


Anderstorp. 

If the information sheet sent, 
to Philip Morris Ltd) by Piers 
Forester Is even, half factual; 
then the 28-year-old jack-of- 
all-trades (“born on a number 
14 bus In Marylebone vita 
Street") has led/a very full life. 
His talents have) been applied 
to’ free-fall parachuting; bob- 
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Suzuki GT 380 


Castrol Six Hours at Man- 
feild 
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sledding, skilng and rallying 


i 
as well as car racing and, of 
Course, ‘motor cycle racing: 
He'began the latter In 1972'on 
a Honda 350) which took ’him 
to several’ wins In Natlonal 
and. club racing jin Britain. 
Last year he changed to a 
Yamaha’ 7Z350\ and this year 
he has a 72750: Among his 
achievements on the 700. |sia 
second place in the) ACU 
ebamplonsh|p final at ‘Oulton 

ark. . 


Two more’ American road 
facers, are scheduled ‘to 
contest the Marlboro ‘serles: 
Nineteen-year-old Pat Evans 
and) Expert’ Randy Gleek have 
sald they will be here, Both 
tide T2750 Yamahas, Evans 
being a) imember of ‘the: Don 
Vesco Team Yamaha. 


10 Onekawa GP, Bog Wheel- 
ing With Chris Harris 


12 Rickman dirt bikes in NZ 
13 Moore on/Speedway 


14 Sports 


Commentary,” 
Bookshelf 


16 Classifieds 





Benelli For Turner 


International road racer Keith Turner has joined 
the ranks of the favoured contenders for the 
forthcoming New Zealand $25,000 Marlboro 
series. He is to be provided with a factory 
four-cylinder 500cc Italian Benelli. The machine, 
which was first developed in 1970 to challenge the 
might of M.V. Agusta, has double overhead 
camshafts, four valves per cylinder, produces 
80bhp and has a top speed in the vicinity of 
160mph. An interview with Turner, runner-up in 
the 1971 world 500cc championship, is contained 
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Aust. wants — 
Kiwi MXers © 
back again 


The _ inaugural 


Trans-Tasman 





Moto-cross 


championship held’ on the Clear Water Estate track 
in Australia’s Gold Coast was such (an 
overwhelming ‘success that) plans are already 
being made to) stage it again at the same time 


next season. 
This was the news brought 


back by ‘South Island 
scramble selector Bill Camp- 
bell; who managed ‘the 


unofficial New Zealand team 
which competed Inthe Trans 
Tasman championship and in 
a match against Australla at 
Sydney!a week later. 

The New Zealand team of 
four fully-sponsored) riders 
and six other Kiwis who pald 
thelr own’ expenses) took, the 
top Australians on In fearless 
fashlon and Aucklander Moss 

360) /aawant 

‘an ace of carrying off 

Individual honours at~ the 

Clear Water Estate. Only albad 

Start In the final heat of the 

championshlp cost him) over- 
all victory: 

Smith scored 42 points: — 
Just tWo less than the winner 
On aggregate, Trevor Flood 
(Yamaha 360). 4 

AtAmaroo Park In Sydney a 
week later, success was inot 
so) evident: The New Zealand 
touring party arrived! there’ to 
find to,thelr dismay: that they 
were being billed as an official 
New Zealand team’ and! were 
expected to ‘take on a 
10-strong Australlan, team. [ni 
an Ihternatlional/contest: They 
did so) and, not*sur; risingly, 
Were beaten, 67-23; with 
national champion’ Peter 
Ploen (Suzuki/400) filling third 

lace behind thes (Flood 
rothers, Trevor and) Garry; In 
the individual aggregate. 

Mr. Campbell) said! that it 
was a little Unfalr to publicise 
his: party as’ a New. Zealand 
team. He sald he had slays 
‘been careful to/emphasise the 





New Zealand Intemational 
Dale Wylle [SuzukI 500) 
{Inished) “seventh In the 
Indonesian Grand’ Prix hold 
over 110 miles at Djakarta 
éarller this month: 

Wylle sald after the meeting 
that he suffered from heat 
exhaustion, 

Of the other New Zealand 
tiders In Indonosla, Stewart 
Avant punctured ‘and crashed 
his Yamaha T27s0'early In the 
race, Ho retired unhurt, Trevor 
Discombe retired after only 
{Wo laps When the Water pump 
on his Yamaha 12750 falled. 

The race Was Won (by. 
Japanese Yamaha works rider 
Hiroyuki Kawasaki on a 
12750, 

Cover: 
Dunedin's Alec Borland (TM 250 


Stop Press 





Suzukl) Keops' his bike on Ine during 





the Llne:7\Mountaln\’50° enduro, 


unofficial nature of the tour. It 
wouldn't have, even) been) ‘so 
bad! if the International match 
hadbeen confined to) four 
‘ders: "Only ‘four New 
Zealand riders’ — Peter Plasn 
Moss Smith) Larry) Ross ‘and 
John ~ Nicholls) s9— were 
sponsored, Tie’ others trav- 
alled as part of a team but 
they went to Australia at thelr 
own Initiative and/at’their own 
expense,"he sald! 

ut) Mr) Campbell) had, 
nothing ‘but (pralse| for the 


.. Individual’ event)sIn} Queens= 


land, organised) by’ the Gold] 
Coast cliib In conjunction! 
with, the: Motor-cyclesSports- 
man's club andi the Brisbane! 
Motor-Gycley (Club. “"Thelr 
hospitality) Was ‘terrific. We 
couldnt) match, It heres The 
accommodatlonsand help we 
recelved | was magnificent: 
They, gave’ Us, two (cars ‘for 
personal’ transport: Even’ the 
steaks they provided’at’ the. 
barbecue were’ twice! the) size) 
of the/ones We  get’here: 

The) organisation Was first 
class, tao: The meeting went 
off without avhitch.! F 

Mr Campbell) was high In 
his) pralse of the manner, In’ 
Which» the Kiwis conducted 
themselves as well! They 
Were absolUte gentlemen. The: 
motel) | yoWners’ “apparently 
shudderediwhen they) realised: 
the’ block bookings’ had! been 
made by’ ~~ motor-cyclists,. 
Afterwards, they couldn't pay 
enough “nice things’ about 
motor-cyolists: It did a lot 
towards improving the public 
Image)of motor-cyc|lsts;” (Mr 
Campbell'sald. 

As (far as) next. ‘season's 
Trans»Tasman championship 
Isconcerned, this Is) now 
certain to proceed. There are 
also plans for) tWo™ other 
{hternational’ meetings to be 
held intconjunction, 

In} addition} a) ‘special 
meeting. Is planned for" the 
Gold) Goas! at Easter and top 


) NeW) Zealand riders) are to be 


Invited toicompete. Theyiwill 
have/allithelr costs met/by the 


organisers, 
feels that 


ir Gampbell 
closer “tles! ‘batWeen) New 
Zealand and Australlal are to 
be encouraged: ‘Some "Aust: 
fallans Were)keenito;come to 
NeW Zealand and compete in 
the Palli Mall) New Zealand 
champlonshipy Special 
arrangements, Would) have) to) 
beymadel if this Wasto be 
permitted bul he felt that’ tt 
would bei /n the’ best interests 
‘of the Sport, “Il; Wollldi bela 
marvellous) thing Iftwe) could) 
pet topyAustrallaniridersiover 
here, They! are) very good, 
imake nojmistake,! 


€0Icorial 

For almost as long as | can remember, there have been 
major problems regarding points scoring for national racing 
series conducted in New Zealand. The road racing scene 
has been particularly bad in this respect. Last season riders 
had only a very vague idea how they were placed in the 
various class championships. At least one, Stewart Avant, 
didn’t even realise he was the new 350cc title-holder until 
an enterprising journalist who had added up the points 
telephoned him and asked what it felt like to be New 
Zealand champion. 

The withdrawal of sponsorship by Rothmans for the 
1974-75 road racing series can at least be partially attri- 
buted to the lack of information available relating to pro- 
gress scores. The New Zealand ACU is fully aware of this 
problem but it is not a new one and there has certainly 
been no improvement over the years. 

The onus has been put on the organising clubs of the 
various rounds to dispatch results off to the ACU immed- 
jately after each meeting. Unfortunately, clubs are or- 
ganised by unpaid, volunteer workers who are often at their 
limits simply organising. They forget to send off the 
results, or sit on them until they are of no value to the news 

ia. 

But the real problem is not so much the club’s tardiness 
in sending off results to a central point as in the very 
nature of the points scoring. The ACU points scale for 
competition is on a 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 basis for the 
first eight places. It is a major operation deciding who is, 
say, seventh or eighth, especially if more than one class is 
being decided in the same race. 

The points system is a lap scorer’s nightmare. 

It needs to be simplified. A 3, 2, 1 points scale for the 
first three in each round would be quite s ient. Riders 
would be able to calculate, their own scores very easily and 
motor-cycling journalists would be able to keep themselves 
abreast of the championships situation, round by round. 

Another point in favour of the abbreviated scoring is that 
daily newspapers usually restrict their results to the first 
three. When these results are of national consequence, they 
are also sent out over the New Zealand Press Association 
teleprinter network. A 3, 2, 1 points system would enable 
persons in other parts of the country who did not attend 
a particular round to work ‘out the points situation them- 
selves. 

It is vital that the points positions in every champion- 
ship class are known before each round. Sponsors are not 
interested in supporting a series in which the winner is 
unknown, officially, until months after it has ended. The 
news media obviously can’t get excited about it, either. 

The alternative to simplifying the official points scale 
js to appoint a paid official to travel to every champion- 
ship meeting and compile detailed results on the spot. It 
would be his task to ensure that the news media, parti- 
cularly in the area where the succeeding round was to be 
conducted, were notified of the championship positions. 
But that would be expensive. 

And a points system which can be easily calculated by 
riders, spectators and the news media is much preferable. 











ROD DEW 
Editor 


DZIDCYD 
Calenoar 


NOVEMBER 
30 = Auckland club’s short circuit racing at Pukekohe 
30/December 1: Shell road trial at Auckland. 





ANOTHER OPINION 


Sir, 

| note with interest Roy Mid- 
dleton’s comments regarding 
enduro competition. He des- 
cribes what a “genuine enduro” 
is under international rules. 
There are no international rules 
for enduros. What rules there 
are, are compiled by the national 
motor-cycle bodies in individual 
countries, As far as New Zea- 
land is concerned, a genuine 
enduro is one run under the 
tules recently approved by the 
New Zealand ACU. However, 
| must. agree that the rules are 
incomplete. | would dearly like 
lo see point-to-point races 
similar to the fantastically 
popular American desert races 
organised in this country. | 
would also like to see all long 
distance dirt races and enduro- 


“chines registered for road use. 
Tom Smith 
Timaru 


SOLUTION? 
Sir, 

If it is true that in the 
majority of accidents at inter- 
sections involving cars and 
motor-cycles, the driver of the 
car is at fault, then there is an 
obvious solution. Why not in- 
crease the sales tax on cars to 
90 or even 100 per cent and 
,feduce that on motor-cycles to 
10 per cent. That way, every- 
body would end up riding 
motor-cycles, life on the roads 
would be safer, everybody 
would be better off financially 
and the country’s fuel bill would 
be substantially reduced. 
Impossible Dreamer 
Auckland. 


SUZUKI CAT 
Sir, 
It does my old heart gaod to 





publication in the news 
columns, including those 
from recognised corres- 
pondents, MUST be ad- 
dressed as follow: 
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GROUND RULES 

‘Opinions expressed in the corres- | 
pondenee column are not necessarily | 
those of the Editor, who reserves! 
the right to shorten letters and. 
correct grammar. Letters of 200 
words or less will stand a greater 


chance of publication than those of 
greater wordage. 


see a Suzuki cat getting in 
amongst the Yamaha pigeons. 
Nobody could fail to appreciate 
the contribution Yamaha racing 
machines — in particular the 
350cc twins — have made to 
road racing at all levels but the 
situation has reached the stage 
where there is only limited in- 
terest in watching the first 20 
riders finish a race, all on iden- 
tical Yamahas. Dale Wylie has 
shown much courage in putting 
aside his TZ750 Yamaha in 
favour of the new TRS500 Mark 
|| Suzuki twin he is now riding. 
He deserves all the success which 
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comes his way. If he retains the — 
Marlboro: international title this 
summer, this might, in a small © 
way, help bring about the end 7 
to’ the quest for sheer power at 
the expanse of everything else. 
R.N.O. Dreayton, 
Christchurch 





TRADE SITUATION 
Sir, 

The effects of Government: 
measures which have been taken 7 
against the motor-cycle industry” 
in recent months (outlined jn” 
your October issue) are cer” 
tainly depressing — in more ways © 
than one. As far as | can see, 
the inevitable outcome of it all 
is to put smaller dealers out of: 
business and to make motor ~ 
cycling, generally, much more 
expensive. | believe that, since” 
your report appeared, the de- 
valuation of the New Zealand 
dollar by nine per cent has fur- 
ther aggravated matters. When 
| read about the Government 
plans to alter the definition of 
power cycles, | wonder just how. 
knowledgeable the men are who. © 
govern us. If, as you say, i 
surance premiums, registration 
costs and hire purchase deposits 
will all be affected if all motor= 
cycles without pedals:are classi 
“fied as motor-cycles, this will 7 
help nobody. Trust the Govern- 
ment to want to crack an egg ~ 
with a hammer. lt am/sure that — 
all it really wants to do is bring” 
power cycles within the warrant 
of fitness regulations. There 
must be a simpler way of doing 
this. 

A.G. Smyth 
Napier 

















































SALES AND SERVICE 
SPECIALISTS 


Try us for Good Second- 
Hand Spare Parts : 





Recently Dismantled Bikes 
include : 


1973 RD 250 Yamaha ~~ 
1973 RD 350 Yamaha | 








; 
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EMBER 


DECI 
1 Porirua GP road races (1xion club); Papakura club's trial 


7 Auckland club‘s road races at Pukekohe 
8 South Island Gold Star Moto cross at Dunedin; Zone 3 Pall 
Mall moto cross at Wanganui; Nelson club’s Marlboro 88 
Mountain 90 enduro. 
14 North Island 750cc beach champs — Papakura club 
15 Zone 4 Pall Mall moto cross at Auckland; Central Hawkes Bay 
club’s scramble at Waikpukurau 
22 Marlboro road race series first round at Gracefield — Hutt 
Valley club 
26 Marlboro road race series second round at Wanganui — Wan- 
ganui club 


28 or 29: South Island Gold Star moto cross at Nelson; NZ 500cc 
TT.and first round of South Pacific production machine champs 
at Pukekohe — Auckland club 

31 + =Marlboro road race series third round at Bay Park — Tauranga 
club, 











me Tia 
MOTORCYCLE 


WILL 


GIVE YOU A 


BETTER: DEAL 


ONA 


BETTER BIKE 


WITH 


== BETTER SERVICE ALWAYS == 


CALL IN AND DISCUSS YOUR NEEDS WITH US 
YOULL FIND US AT 28g GREAT SOUTH ROAD 


OR RING US AND SEE 


Manurewa 


IF WE CAN‘HELP 
63-830 After Hours 64-277 





1973 CB 175 Honda BI 
1973CB 100 Honda 


=] 
1972 Mach U1 Kawasaki 500) 


SPECIAL 


Brand New Kawasaki 500, 
motor complete, 
Price on application 






























ENTERPRISES LTD 
LYTTLETON AVE.,. 
PORIRUA 


Tele: 74085 
LMV.D.' 
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Calder on the Mclve 


Warren “Bert’ 
his Sta 


round a rocky corner. 


It was a very tired, but 

very happy Brian Reid, of 
Invercargill who climbed 
the stage to receive his $300 
prize money, his winner’s 
crown and the “King of the 
Mountain” trophy after the 
Line-7 Mountain Classic, 
held last Labour Weekend 
in Alexandra, 

It was a difficult climb to 
the winner's rostrum for Reid 
as he nursed two broken bones 
in his foot following a bad spill 
minutes from the start line, 
This fact made his win even 
more creditable as for the entire 
race he fought a desperate battle 
to stay off Hank Sproull 
(Queenstown) for the overall 
win. 

Grim testimoney to Reid's 
success was the one second 
separating the two riders at the 
end of the 58km journey. 

As Hank said later: “I've 
never been one second away 
from $300 before". 

A massive publivity build 
up to the race in the Otago 
media ensured the marathon's 
success, Motor-cycle fever 
virtually took over the town of 
Alexandra (population nearly 
4000) during the weekend, 
presenting a scene similar to 
Badrock or Elsinore as des- 

cribed in the American magazines. 
Accommodation was booked 

out and more than one rider 

slept beside his machine under 

the stars over the two nights. 

Each day, culminating with 

Saturday afternoon's scrutineer- 

ing in a yard adjacent to the 


ind Veitch CR lays a 


delicate form of body English as he pilots 


jing on the pegs was often the best way to keep control on the slippery shale 
rocks and at the same time seo round the next corner. 


With front wheol woll off the deck, 
Brian Reid of Invercargill shows the 
style which won him the Line-7 50 
mile motor-cycle enduro from Ale: 
andra to Roxburgh Hydro and r 
turn. His 360 Yamaha covered thi 
distance in 54 minutes 59 seconds. 


A very determinedtooking Alec Berland (TM 250 Suzuki) throws gravel 


towards the sky as he keeps his bike on line and tries at the same time to miss 


the photographer. 


Alec is from Dunedin. Flying gravel became 2 hazard on 


the dryer sections of the track and was the causa of many chipped fork-legs 
{and human legs). 


: Broken Foot Couldnt 
Stop Reid In 


Peter Stevenson 
Photos by Warwick Gibson 


Mountain Classic 


town's main street, lines of 
motor-cycles of al} shapes and 
capacities provided a spectacle 
for passers-by in the town's 
streets, 

The great motor-cyclist‘in 
the sky ‘was a great hel} too, 
Saturday's practice was blessed 
with beautifully fine (and hot!) 
weather while for the race 
Proper on Sunday, the rain 
politely held off until the last 
rider was home, 


NO JOYRIDE 

Although the track was not 
as bad as had been made out 
beforehand, it certainly was no 
piece of cake. Almost every 
type of terrain imaginable was 
ridden over and with no 
knowledge of what was coming 
next while travelling at up to 
80mph, it was fun and games 
on more than one occasion. 

The Alexandra end, Grave- 
yard Gully, was relatively easy 
for about a mile, Then it went 
up, not smoothly, but diagonally 
across a rock-strewn face on a 
goat track. Several hair-pin 
bends (with 40 or 50 foot drops 
‘on the other side just to remind 
you to turn the corner) followed 
until a gravel road was reached, 

Still climbing, the.track 
followed the road until the road 
petered out then cutting across 
country amongst the rock out- 
crops, Corners were deceptively 
sharp and came completely 
without warning. The only way 
to keep speed was to lie on the 
tank and screw the throttle 
(until your right arm did a figure 
of eight) on the short straights, 


remembering to button off and 
lock up for each corner. 

The top came at 3,500!t 
(and boy did we feel it!) witha 
wind which felt like snow at 
three paces, Riders'were too 
busy lying on the tank close to 
the nearly white-hot engines 
to keep warm to noticethe next 
gentle obstacle-long uphill then 
downhill slopes rutted worse 
than the old coach and horse 
roads in the olden days. 


NIGHTMARE BOG 

Many valiant competitors took 
to the 3ft high tussocks to escape 
the treacherous slimy ruts, 
especially those with the heavier 
machines, All the little Handa 
CR 125's and TM Suzuki's were 
able:to kéep power on and skim 
the top of the slush but it was a 
nightmare if you were not used 
to bogs. 

After much slithering and 
sliding, a corner was rounded 
and lo and behold a gravel road, 
stretching as far as the eye 
could see, From “bog-wheeling”’ 
with both feet down in the 
swamps, it was back to the tank 
and flat out in top gear, 

Twenty-nine kilometres from 
the start in Graveyard Gully the 
Roxburgh end was reached, 
Fastest riders in about 27m, 
slowest in just over an hour, 

-—* The clock-in saw some chaotic 
performances too, Each rider 
wore (or carried) a time card 
with his starting time on it and 
this had to be presented to the 
timekeeper's desk for comp- 
letion. The general idea seemed 
to be to lock up under the 


and Gary Newton 


“half-way” barrier, lay the bike 
down and hope it would miss 
the fence, then sprint to the 
table to get clocked in. 


THANK GOD 

Thank God for the nice 
people who were on hand to. 
catch your bike as you stepped 
off, | remember thinking. 

A rest of two hours, hurried 
mechanicah alterations and 
Tepairs, then it was back to the 
Alexandra end on the same 
track, making the same stupid 
mistakes and finding it just-as 
difficult, especially with the 
track having cut up as badly as 
it did, 

It was good to see the crowd, 
again, clustered round the finish 
barrier at Alexandra. 

. It was a quick shower, 40 
winks for a lucky few then off 
to the Alexandra Memorial 
Centre for some loud music, 
stacks of grub-and_plenty to 
drink and the presentation of 
prizes by the Mayor of Alex- 
andra, Mr K.W. Blackmore, and 
Mrs Blackmore with Mr Graham 
Fenton from Line-7, 

All congratulations must go 
to the Vincent Motorcycle Club, 
especially lan Leckie, Che Liv- 
ingston, Colin Marsden and 
Russell Wright for the superb 
organisation of the Line-7 50, 
As far as | could see, every- 
thing ran according to plan and 
to ride was a great experience 
and thrill for me — especially 
when | won $5 for 6th place in 
the open class (the only draw- 
back was that it cost $10 to 
enterl), 


Next year, due to the 
success of the first event, the 
race will probably be run ona 
much larger scale, on a 30-mile 
track. Riders will complete two 
Japs of the course and it is to be 
hoped the same system of time- 
keeping will be used, 

Line-7 was great. If you did 
not enter because “you couldn't 
be bothered’’, wherever you 
live in the country, | urge you to 
make the effort next year. It's 
worth it. 

Full results were: 


OPEN CLASS 


Brian Reld (Invercargill, Yamaha 
360) 54m 59s, 1; Wayne Hill (Inver- 
cargill, Suzuki 400) 57m 16s, 2; 
John Hanning (Christchurch, Honda 
XL 360) thr 30s, 3; George Reid 
(Invercargill, CZ 400) thr 3m 29s, 
4; G. Anders (Christchurch, Yamaha 
360) Thr 5m 1s, 5; Peter Stevenson 
jeore in, Honda XL 350) thr 12m 


0 TO 125cc CLASS . 
All Maxwell (Dunedin, Suzuki 
TM 125) 57m 36s, 1; Brian David- 
son (Alexandra, Honda CR 125) 
Thr »s Warren Calder (Dunedin, 
Ho 125) the 26s, 3; Rodney 
Wright (Queenstown, Honda SL 125) 
Ihe 47: Graeme Heggie (Dunedin, 
Honda CR 125) thr 1m 2s, 5; len 
Murray (Gore, Yamabe MX 125), 
‘Tbr 1m 7s, 6. 


125cec TO 250cc CLASS. 

Hank Sproul! (Queenstown, 
Honda MT 250) 55m, 1; D, Bums 
(Christchurch, Honda CR 250) 58m 
16s, 2; Alec Berland (Dunedin, 
‘Suzuki TM 250) 58m 42s, 3; Gre- 
ham Chambers (Clyde, Yamaha 
0) 59m 29s, 4; P. Clark (Inver~ 
cargill, Honda CR 250) 59m 57s, 
5; Nell Roberts (Dunedin, Yamaha 
MX 250) thr 30s, 6, 

Overall Winner: Brian Reid 
Liners Yamaha 360) 54m 





Motorcycle Accessories. 


SHO 


REPLACEMENT VISORS 


$20 $6.95 CLEAR 

$21 $6.95 SMOKED 

S21 $6.95 

MAIL ORDERS ACCEPTED 
BE IN WHILE STOCKS LAST 


CUBA STREET 
. WELLINGTON 


hone 
52-437 


MOTO wor 
gUu44) Guz) 


Engine: single cylinder, 4-stroko — Output: 16,2 HP at 7400 rpm. 
Compression ratio: 9.5 to 1— Gearbox: 5 speeds — Fuel consump- 
tion: 3,8 1. x 100 kms (78 mpg) — Maximum speed: 125 kmh (78mph) 
— Weight: 108 kgs (238 Ibs). fan 


SHIPMENT SHIPMENT 
ARRIVING ARRIVING 


SHORTLY || SHORTLY 
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SHIPMENT 
ARRIVING 


SHORTLY 
































Inquire 


NOW 


from... 


Emerald Gien Ltd 


84 AMOHIA ST. — (MAIN ROAD) 
Phone PRM 5174 PARAPARAUMU - 


WELLINGTON AREA AGENTS 


Motors 


125¢ec&250cc 





THESE BIKES WERE BUILT WITH! 
ONE THING IN MIND... 





TO WIN 


TRADE & DEALER ENQUIRIES: 


STITCHBURY DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. Box 1736 

Ph: 683-169 

Wellington 





[By Ken Hosking] 


South Island __ trials 
riders finally reaped 
the benefits of five 
years of effort at 
Blenhéim during La- 
bour Weekend when 
they easily defeated 
the North in the annual 
inter-island trial. A 
small entry from the 
potentially | powerful 
North and unfortunate 
retirements cost the 
North the trial. 


This year there were points 
allocated to each _ rider 
finishing in the top twenty, 
and the top ten riders from 
each island formed the two 
teams. 

_. The best individual perfor- 
mance was made by Neil 
Harris (250 Ossa), from 
Wellington, but he was one of 
only three North Islanders to 





Muller 
triumphs 
on the 
beech 


Dave Muller [250 
Honda]~scored” a” fine= 
win in the North Island 
500cc beach cham- 
pionship, held over 12 
laps of a course on 
Kariotahi Beach. But 
he had the gremlins 
which attacked the 
unusual 500 €so- 
Norton of former. road 
racer Forrest Carden to 
thank for this. 


Carden made a good start 
and led for the first few laps 
with Muller narrowly holding 
second place from Peter 
Clarkson (500 Kawasaki). 
Dennis Murphy was right up 
there too, ready to take 
| advantage of any mistakes by 
the leaders. 

Then, with the race less 
than half over, Cardon's 
{magneto | failed and he was 
forced to retire. 

That left Muller in front and 
he stayed there to the finish. 
Clarkson was second and 
Murphy third. 

Earller, Cardon had in- 
dicated that he had the 
measure of the field with a 
comfortable win over Muller in 
the opening scratch race. 

A surprise entry was that of 
roadracing champlon Ginger 
Molloy on a Yamaha 350. He 
finished third in a handicap 
event. 

Only four races were able to 
be held because of the late 
afternoon start to the 
meeting, organised by the 
Papakura club, 


RESULTS: 


Race 1, $ Lap Handicap.— Forre: 
Canten (S00 Esp Norton) 1 Dave 
ullar (250 Honda) 2; Peter Ci 
(500 Kawasaki)3, 00 eS" 
Race North 500 
Championship (12 Dave 
Mullar 1; Peter Clarkson 2; Dennis 
Murphy (500 Suzuki) 3, 
Ruce 3. § Lap Hundicap.— Steven 
Heslin (380 Yamaha) 1; Shawn Kirton 
{380 BSA) 2; "Ginger Molloy’ SO 


Yani 5 
4— N. McDonald (750 
Kawasaki) 1; Dave Mullar 2: steven 





Island 
laps. — 











Ra 
Heslin 3. 





South 
North 






the top twenty. Past 
me Zealand FEnamplon Mike 
Harrls fell on the second day 
and was later found to have 
broken an ankle. Overnight he 


NZMCN correspondent Ken 
Hosking who finished fifth, 
individually, in the inter-Island 
trial at Blenheim. 


had held fourth place, and his 
retirement was a blow to the 
North Island hopes. 

The first days' 60 sectlons 
were held in the Kaituna 
Quarry at Onamalutu, west of 
Blenheim. The sectlons com- 
prised mostly rocks and 
grassy climbs. 

In the individual placings, 
there was close competition, 
with Bruce Mitchell (250 
Yamaha) leading overnight. 
Neil Harris was close behind. 


Alittle “fine t 
1933 Velocette MT 5001 Is just abot 
mph circuits of the Pukekohe track. 

A vintage Velocette works 
special, possibly the only 
machine of its type in the 
world in racing order, has 
feappeared in Auckland after 
being restored to pristine 
Conditions And it's — still 
Capable of speeds of u 
120mph, B pus 

The MT 5001 Velo had a 
victorious debut at the 1934 
Ulster Grand Prix and went.on 
to win both the German and 
Belgian GP's and finish. 
second In the Isle of Man TT 
the same year. 

Mr Bill White, who was on 
the Velocette racing staff at 
We timer wae piven, the bike 

parting t and in late 
1934 he brought the machine 
back with him to New 
Zealand. In the ensuin years 
the machine won Virtually 
@very road, grass or beach 
face It contested, either with 
Bit Inthe paddle or-Len Perry 

© won five NZ TT! 4 

rar dl TT's on the 
en the Velocette sli 
from sight with the advent at 
new and faster Machines In 
the 1950's and 60's and since 
1966 it had been left to gather 
dust in a workshop at Whites 


Beats 
in Trial 


ing” from New Lynn motorcycle dealer, John Jones and the 
ut ready for anything — even some 118 


(Suzuki), Paul Swift (Suzuki 
and Mike Harris (Ossa). 

For the second day the 
scene shifted to Weld Hill,” 
south of Blenheim. Here ten. 
sectlons were ridden four © 
times in the morning and a : 
further four times in the 
afternoon. 


DIFFICULT 
The afternoon sections were ~ 
more difficult. One, number 

six, will be remembered by = 
most as one of the most 

frightening sections seen Ina 
New Zealand trial. This had an 
almost vertical drop, down a vs 
ten foot bank Into a rocky ~ 
stream, with an equally steep 
exit on the other side. Rain 
and the passage of many 
riders cut the bank into wheel 
grabbing ruts, and it was here 
that Mike Harris, and many 
other not quite so unlucky 
riders, fell. 


In general most riders were 


full of praise for the sections, 
which were challenging an 
interesting. : 
Neil Harris continued on.hls 
winning way, but Bruce 
Mitchell slipped back, allow- 
ing an on form Malcolm 
McGlbbon to 
place from him. 
Dunedin riders Ali Gilmour 
and John Shand showed their 
Improved form with sixth and 


eighth places respectively. . 


RESULT: 
South Island team — 145 points 
North Island team — 31 points. 
Individual Placings— Neil Harris 

(Ossa), Nacnae, 50 points, 1; Malcolm 

McGibbon (Suzuki), Christchurch, $7 

points, 2; Bruce Mitchel] (Yamaha), 

Christchurch, 59 points, 3; Paul Swift 

(Suzuki), Motucka, 76 points, 4; Ken 

(Ossa), 





Christchi 





in Newmarket. 

But recently another motor 
cycle distributor, John Jones 
of New Lynn Motorcycles Ltd) 
who had worked on the 
Velocette while serving his 
time with White's after the 
war, decided to restore the 
machine and bring It back to 
the track for veterans’ events. 

His sterling efforts resulted 
In the immaculate specimen 
pictured. “There wasn't 
square Inch of the bike | didn’t 
go over,” said John. 

And so to Pukekohe, and 
with Trevor Discombe aboard, 
the MT 5001 hit 118mph and 
according to the motor 
cycling ace, provided an 
“amazingly smooth ride" fora 
tigid-framed machine and 
answered the controls like a 
dream. 

Mr White, who still owns 
the machine, says the 
Velocette Is not for sale at an' 
Price although he knows It 
could command between 
$30,000 and $60,000 overseas, 
He has willed It to the firm and 
would like to see It end up 
somewhere like the Museum 
of Transport and Technology. 


take second + — 













Turner Out t0 £e@- 5). si 
establish himself 


with Benelli racer 


“Hell-for-leather Turner” 
Hawke’s Bay’s Keith 


Giacomo Agostini in 


is at it again. 
Turner, runner-up to 
the 1971 500cc world 


championship and former New Zealand 250cc 


champion, is returning 


to big-time motor-cycle 


toad racing this season astride the type of 500cc 
Benelli which beat Agostini the first time it was 


raced. 


The Benelli will be imported 
to New Zealand for the 
Marlboro series by the Benelli 
distributors in New Zealand, 
Dalhoff and King Ltd. 

Keith Turner describes the 
Benelli thus: “four cylinders, 
double overhead cams, four 
valves per cylinder, develop- 
ing about 80 bhp, capable of 
about 160 miles an hour." 

Turner said the Benelli was 
first developed in 1970 for the 
Grand Prix series of that year.- 
\t was raced by the late Jarno 
Saarinen and took third place 
Overall. 

Before that, Saarinen out- 
rode Agostini on his M.V. It 
was the champion's first 
defeat in three years. 


COMPETITIVE 

Although slower than the big 
Yamaha TZ _700's that John 
Boote and Trevor Discombe, 
amongst others, will be riding 
in the Marlboro series, Turner 
is confident the Benelli will be 
more suited to the tight 
circuits in New Zealand. 

Apart from entering an impec 
cable motor-cycle, Dalhoff 
and King will be calling on the 
services of a rider witha 
wealth of Grand Prix exper- 
lence behind him. 

Turner has been around, In 
those tender teenage years 
when he blasted his way 
around Levin, Wanganui, and 
“Gracefield, Turner learned 
demon- 

‘Grang” 
Prix 10 years later. 

Turner started his racing on 
a Norton 500cc Super Sports 
(with a Dunstall conversion 
kit) in 1964. He was a sprightly 
16-year-old racing against a 
field of seasoned riders. 


BAD START 

He finished second at Levin 
that year and decided he 
couldn't ride motor-cycles 
very successfully and so 
didn't enter any more races 


that season. “I just didn't 
think_| was good enough,” 
Says Turner. 

lext year Turner “had 
another this time 


bia? and 
success did not escape him. 
He won a number of important 
faces in the 500cc class. 

In 1966 he bought a 250cc 


Bultaco and raced both 
machines very successfully, 
winning about 30 events 


during the season in the 250, 
350 and 500cc classes. 

Early in 1967 Turner was 
married, and he and his wife, 


Janice, travelled to Britain, 
where he used another 
Bultaco for the smaller 


capacity events and a 500cc 
Matchless for the likes of the 
Isle of Man, in which he raced 
that year .,. the youngest New 
Zealander ever to do so. 
After little success In 
England, Turner crossed the 
Channel and entered both his 
bikes in several European 
grands prix. He, his already 
long-suffering “track” wife, 
the two machines, plus 
spares, were all squeezed Into 
an old van, which served as 
home between meetings. 


DISASTER 
His first European race, In 
Czechoslovakia, signalled the 
start of a series of ups and 
downs which have featured in 
Turner's racing life ever since 
He led from the start in the 
hell-for-leather style which 
has been his hallmark from 
that first race in Levin. But 








during the last lap, and while 


holding a commanding posi- 
tion, Turner and his machine 
parted company. 

Repair costs kept Turner off 
the starting grid for the rest of 
that season. Next season he 
had some successes, some 
failures, still riding the 
Matchless and Bultaco. 

Turner and Janice worked 
110 hours a week between 
them for six months to buy 
Turner's next bike — a 500cc 


feat 


a 





Si ae ad = 

Turner [left] on the rostrum after 
taking a fine second place to 
multiple world champion, Gia- 
como Agostini, in the 1971 East 
German Grand Prix. 
Linto, which consisted of two 
married 250cc Harley David- 
son motors built Into an 
ltalian frame. The bike cost 
$2600, gave its rider two 
immediate Wins and then 
failed_to complete another 
race. The union between each 
motor's crankshaft kept shear- 
Ing off. 

Turner sold the Linto for 

600 early in the 1970 season 

Bnegianee vena eso Samanee 

which he raced successfully 
at Crystal Palace and at 
Brands Hatch; against inter- 
national-standard opposition. 
He then returned to New 
Zealand for the beginning of 
the 1970/71 season here. 

In New Zealand. the 
pendulum started swinging 
the other way. Smarting from 
the criticism directed at him 
by other riders for entering his 
small machine against their 
bigger mounts, Turner ripped 
his way round the Cemetary 
Circuit at Wanganui, taking 
first place in the 250 class and 
Open race on the Yamaha and 
taking second place in the 
500cc racing class on a 
Triumph Tiger 100, 

Early in 1971 at Levin he 
took line honours in the 250, 
350 and 500cc classes, all on 
the Yamaha 250 and so it went 
on for the rest of that season 
with the zippy Yamaha being 
Placed in nearly every major 
event in the country. 

Turner's success prompted 
Coleman's of Wanganul to 
offer Turner a Suzuki 500 to 
race in the world series during 
New Zealand's 1971 winter. 
SHOULDER INJURY 
A trial at Levin was ordered 
and Turner took the Suzuki 
around the circuit for 
familiarisation purposes. It 
looked like the pendulum was 
taking another swing. Turner 
lost control on a corner and 
was thrown badly. He ended 
up In Levin Hospital with a 
broken collarbone and ankle. 

But three weeks later he 
attacked his plaster with a pair 
of scissors and headed across 


the Tasman for racing at 
Bathurst and then went to 
Singapore. Despite his in- 


juries, Turner was second in 
both races behind the late 
Geoff Perry. 

Then he and mechanic Dale 
Wood, who will prepare the 
Benelli for this year's 
Marlboro series, set off for the 
Continent, Agostini and, 
hopefully, the big time. 





In the first race of the world 


serles, Turner pursued 
Agostini around the Aus 
tian. Grand Prix. This was 


the first of several races where 
"Ago", on an M.V. with a top 
speed 20 miles an hour greater 
than the Suzuki and most 
other competitors, was trailed 
by Turner for the total 
distance of the race. 

Next event was the West 
German Grand Prix, where 
Turner was lying second when 
he crashed, breaking the 
bike's frame but not himself. 
At the Isle of Man he was lying 
fourth when his fairing broke 
and officials sidelined him 
temporarily, which forced him 
into seventh place, Turner was 
fourth in the Dutch Grand 
Prix, did not finish the Belglan 
Grand Prix after the Suzuki 
seized, and was a close 
second in the German Grand 
Prix. 

The next race of the series 
(the Swedish Grand Prix) 
Turner describes as the best 
of his career. He and Agostini 
battled it out in pouring rain 
for 85 minutes with Turner 
crossing the finish line only 
eight seconds behind the 
Italian, 

At the Finnish Grand Prix 
he lay second most of the race 
but was fourth. He did not 
finish In the Ulster Grand Prix 
because of a mechanical 
breakdown, He was sixth in 
the-|talian Grand Prix. 

The last race, in Spain, was 
a traumatic affair for the New 
Zealander. He required at 
least a Tifth place to clinch 
second position in the world 
series. 

Because it was a short 
course Turner decided to put a 
smaller tank on the bike —the 
first time he used it during the 
series. 


VITAL RACE 

Turner lead from the grid but 
was suddenly in trouble when 
petrol started pouring out the 
filler cap of the tank. 

“It leaked all over me, 
causing visibility difficulties. | 
was cutting corners and went 
off the track about six times. 
My position dropped and | 
was seventh Into the final lap 
where | just managed to 
Scrape two places into fifth.” 

He returned to New Zealand 
at the end of 1971 and was 
expected to win most events 
during the local season. 

But again the pendulum 
was swinging. He had no 
success on the Suzuki, and 
won a few production races on 
a 750 Norton Commando, 

He returned overseas with 
the same Suzuki anda handful 
of spares, some of them used 
already. The Suzuki soon 
fegistered a protest against 
the continual use it had been 
put to and it started playing 
up every time Turner went out. 

“| lost interest after a while. 
Every time | went out it would 
break down. It got to the stage 
that those in the pits started 
to take bets as to what lap it 
would reach.” 

Turner was injured in 
Practice for the French Grand 
Prix but competed with the 
assistance of painkiller for his 
broken ankle. Even then he 
didn't finish. The rear chain 
broke on the last lap when he 
was lying fifth. 

He returned to New Zealand 
and was In plaster for two 
months after the ankle was 
Operated on. Turner did not 
face that season but entered 
the 1973-74 Marlboro series 
on a 350 Yamaha. He was 
Seventh in the series. 

Maybe the 1974-75 Marlboro 
series is where the pendulum 
will start swinging the other 
way again. Turner has more 
experience than most of those 
competing and will be riding a 
machine which, to say the 
least, Is highly competitive. 
Hopefully, Molloy, Discombe, 
Wylle and co will be given a 
real run for their money by 
Turner, who obviously |s 
Setting oul to re-establish a 
reputation he worked so hard 
fo gain. 











YAMAHA 


in the Bay of Plenty 





& 
ROTORUA MOTOR 
CYCLES LTD. 


A full range of machines always in stock. Backed up by 
complete stocks and after sales service. 

For all your requirement call in and talk to John Ander- 
son and have the benefit of his 22 years experience in 
the motorcycle trade. 


AMOHAU STREET ROTORUA 









New Machines at 


WESTON-WEBB 


MOTORCYCLES 
Ltd 


L.MV.0. 
$416 Yamaha TX650 
$228 Yamaha TX500 
$580 $194 Yamaha RD350 $1150 
$2195 $732 Yamaha RD250 $1050 
Plus 40 Used Machines to Choose From 


AT STATION RD OTAHUHU. PH: OH 64959 
SERVICING TO ALLMAKES& MODELS OPEN SAT. MORNING 


GOODSYEAR 
> 
EAGLE 


MOTORCYCLE TYRES FROM U.S.A. 

High Performance — Low Profile Road Tyres 
4Ply 
4Ply 


Size 350 x18 AIT 
AIT 
400 x 18 also with raised white lettering. Available in January 450 x 18 


x. §& 


The Fabulous “Eagle MX" Moto Cross Tyre 

The knobbliest knobbly around. EAGLE 
Size 350°x 18 apy 
Size 400 x 18 4Ply 
Size 450 x 18 4Ply 


$1730 
$1689 


Honda CB360_ 
Honda C8125 
Honda CB100 
Norton 850cc 


$1246 
$684 








Mx 
Mx 


MX 
Dealer enquiries are welcomed 


CALENDER 
MOTORCYCLES 
LTD. 93 St. Aubyn Street, New Plymouth LM.V.D. 


BULTACO 
U OUT FRONT- 


WHEREVER MOTOR 
CYCLING TAKES YOU 


LOBITO 17 
ALP 


Se, $1438 


SSS 


PURSANG 
PURSANG MK Su Ke 


BOTH UPDATED TO MK.7 SPECS 


84 Taonul Street 


Palmerston North 
Phone: 67082 


MOTORS 
LIMITED’ 
LAMLV.D, 





Suzulki 
saves you 


up to$i44 


se 


: mt ; 












PRESENT PRICE $889 
OUR SPECIAL PRICE $755 





PRESENT PRICE $1299 
OUR SPECIAL PRICE $1159 







HURRY — AN OFFER LIKE THIS ON SUZUKI’S TWO LEADING MODELS CAN ONLY LAST SO LONG 


This Fantastic offer is made possible by the celebration of the 50th Anniversary of 
Percy Coleman (Wholesale) Ltd., LMVD. Master Distributors for Suzuki in 
New Zealand, and is available from all Suzuki dealers while stocks last. 


Suzuki > 


IF YOU DON’T DO IT NOW, YOU PROBABLY NEVER WILL. 








The GT380-L 
Suzuki's smallest ram-air 
triple tourer | 


If there was a prize for the most improved bike of the 
year it would almost certainly have to go to the smallest of 
Suzuki’s touring triples, the ram-air GT380. When it first 
burst onto the New Zealand scene slightly more than two 
years ago, it was very well received and deservedly so. 


the machine had some 
very obvious faults. These have 
now been completely elimin- 
ated by the Japanese engineers 
ANANANG Vatesu version, the GT 
380-L is, in many respects, the 
finest mid-range roadster to be 
produced by the Japanese motor- 
cycle industry. 

None of the changes, which 
have been made are major ones 
but their combined effect on 
the bike js considerable. 11 is 
now just about as refined as 
present engineering techniques 
permit. 

The double acting front 
drum brake, which became less 
efficient with continuous hard 


But 


, of course, discarded 
in favour of an excellent hy- 
drauilic disc unil some time ago. 
This-has proved more than ade- 
quate to pull up the 100mph 


plus roadster and no recent 
changes have been made. 

The alteration to the posi- 
tioning of the silencers and main 
stand is probably the most im: 
portant improvement. It is al- 
most impossible to appreciate 
thal there has been a change 
with just 2 casual glance, But 
these items have now been 
tucked away much more effec 
tively and no longer present a 
danger through grounding during 
severe cornering. The set-up 
on the original GT380 was dis- 
tinctly limiting in its perform 
ance because the silencers and 
the mainstand could be dragged 


s0 easily along the ground. 

The pillion footrests have 
also been removed from the 
silencer brackets and bolted on- 
to ay swinging arm of the same 
dimensions as before but of 
different construction. There 
was previously a tendency. for 
vibration to be transmitted 
through the"pilpes-and*the’ foot- 
fests to the passenger. This has 
not been totally eliminated. 


MORE POLISH 

The polishing rag has been 
run over the engine, too. 
Flexibility is now outstanding 
— it wasn’t too bad on the 
original model. The machine 


NZMCN borrowed from Tom- 
my’s Suzuki Centre Ltd sur-. 
prised Us with its ability to pull 
in top gear. The bike could be 
eased away in top gear from as 
low as 1500rpm. The GT380-J 
would not pull in top gear with- 
out snatch below 2000rpm, 

It has been a trend with 
motor-cycle manufacturers, 
recently, to tune down their 
engines and to play down the 
performance aspect. With the 
380, Suzuki have decided not 
to become an exception, Peak 
power js now rated at 37 brake 
horsepower, One horsepower 
Jess {han that quoted for the 
original GT380. However, the 
engine feels much more spirited 
than that in the earlier model 
and there can be no doubt that 
the performance in a straight 


be regarded as the Jekyll and 
Nyde"of the moator-cycle world. 
ILis supremely tractible, almosi 
docile, in the lower revolution 
range. The power comes in 
smoothly and progressively, 
making the machine a more than 
satisfactory form of city trans- 
port. But there isa power band 
between 5000rpm and the red- 
lined 8000rpm mark where the 
engine performance increases 
considerably. 

If the engine is “whitled up” 
to more than 5000rpm -before 
starting. off, the speed off the 
mark is breathtaking. By keep- 
ing the engine within this range, 
it is possible to get a perform- 
ance not far short of that one 
would expect from a com- 
petition bike. 


SIX-SPEED BOX 

The six-speed gearbox is per- 
fectly matched to the engine 
and with full use of this it is 
possible to obtain blazing ac- 
celeration and a top speed in the 
vicinity of 110mph, Of all the 
mid-range roadsters available in 
this country, the all-round per- 
formance of the Suzuki is the 
best. |t is, from the point of 
view of those who like to go 
Production racing at the week- 
ends, a pily that the engine 
capacity was not kept down to 
the traditional mid-range size 
of 350cc. 

Matinted on ribber, the en- 
gine runs rather like a turbine 
with very little vibration being 
transmitied to the frame. There 
is no electric starter but it starts 
very easily with the kick lever. 
As this drives through the clutch 
re-starting a stalled engine in 
traffic is effortless. The three 
cylinders are air-cooled, with a 
greater flow being directed over 
the centre cylinder by the ram 
air cowling. 

The handling 


and -general 


If the smile on the face of blond 
Christchurch secretary Linda Wasley 
is anything to go by, the Suzuki 
GT380-L is a winner, 


toadholding of the machine 
during the test period was oul 
standing, {1 appeared to be 
perfeetly balanved for all types 
of road work and the steering, 
although light, was positive. 
For a mid-range roadster, it Is 
reasonably heavy at nearly 400 
Ibs and It has the appearance of 
a much bigger bike. But it was 
extremely sure-footed and could 
be flung about as if it was a 
light-weight. Its stability Under 
the most severe cornering 
techniques was reinarkable, 

!t also proved to be a good 
mount for two-up touring, An 
eight-stone rider on the pillion 
seal deadened the performance 
only slightly. The seat was 
comfortable enough for long 
distances to be covered al 
relatively high speeds with two 
aboard. 

Solo, the Suzuki could cruise 
all day at 80mph (if the speed 
restrictions permitted). Att the 
legal 50mph it is no more than 
meandering along. 


THIRSTY ENGINE 

One rather disinal paint 
about the bike is its poor fuel 
consumption. Two-strokes are 
nolorious for the amount of 


fuel they constime but the GT 
380 scems to be worse than 
most. Ridden hard, it will give 
lille more than 35mpq, al- 
though around 60mpg is possible 
with greater Care. The tank 
holds 3.3 gallons which means 
that one could be onto the 
feserve tank aboul every 120 
miles. 

The test Suzuki did not sinoke 
at all, even Under severe ac- 
celeration — a tribute to the 
efficiency of its carburation and 
automatic lubrication system. 
The three carburettors are now 
controlled by twin cables and 
there appears to be better syn- 
chronisation. 

.The machine is particularly 
well equipped. A novel in- 
novation is the digital gear 
indicator nestling between the 


speedomelerand the tachometer. 
This indicates, in much the same 
way as an electronic caloulator, 
the gear which the machine 
happens to be in al any one 
time. This is qui an advance 
for motorcycles and quite use- 
ful with six gears to choose 
fron), 

It also has the usual "extras", 
such as twin mirrors, grab rail, 
helmet holder, adjustable rear 
suspension, turning indicator 
lights fitted with side reflectors, 
locking petrol cap and a side 
stand as well as a centre stand. 


LOOKs GOOD 

Appearance has been much 
improved by greater use of chror 
mium. The machine does not 
look nearly as heavy as earlier 
versions. The unsightly rubber 
gailers have also disappeared 
from the front forks. 

The Suzuki has the unusual 
distinction of being one of the 
few machines in recent years 
which has been reduced in price 
since it was first produced. 
When it was first released in 
New Zealand, the cost was 
$1269. It is currently retailing 
at $1199, which represents very 
good value for money indeed, 
Unfortunately, the cost of the 
next batch which will be 
brought out of bond shortly 


1) 


Two-up touring is effortless for the 
smallest of Suzuki's ramair triples. 
High speeds can be maintained for 
long distances without fatigue. 


will be $100 greater, Because of 
inflation and devaluation, this 
is expected to rise to $1500 by 
the end of the year. 

Even then, the smallest of 
Suzuki's ram air triples should 
remain an attractive proposition 
for those who appreciate ma- 
chines of advanced specifica- 
tions. It is one of the few bikes 
which has realised its full 
potential. 


Maximum spoed, 176kph (110mph); maximum horsepower 37 at 7500 


rpm; engine type, two-stroke, ram air, 
Placoment, 371¢c (22.6cu.in); Transmission, 


luminium, three-cylinder; piston dis- 


six speed constant mesh; fuol 


capacity, 15 litres (3.3 gallons); lubrication, automatic; overall length, 2090mm. 


(82.3in); overall width, 815mm (32.1in): overall hel 
ground clearance, 145mm (5.7in); dry weight, 
Primary kick; tyres, 3.00-19 4PR at front and 35 


hydraulic disc at front, drum at rear. 


ight, 1125mm (44.3in); 
171kg_(377\bs); starter, 
0-18 4PR at rear; brakes, 








Above: 

John Woodley displays his “far out’” 
riding style on the Blue Wing Honda 
CB 750 before olectrical problems 
struck. 


Below loft: 
Murray De Lacy cranks over the Blue 
Wing Honda CB500 


ES 
Castrol 


lan Hughson, co-rider with Alistair Mitchell of the winning 350cc class team, 
injects Whito’s Yamaha RD 350 with a doso of lubricant while the back 
up crow attend to fuolling and the chain. ; 


ing co-rider. Lloyd Ganley. 


While many other entrants 
retired or lost valuable time 
through pit stops — usually with 
brake problems — Molloy cir- 
culated consistently and rode the 
approximately 450 miles without 
the bike sui(fering any mechan= 
ical bothers... “"| just put petrol 
and oil in’ he said, although he 
admitted to losing much of his 
roarmbraking power alter ibout 
three and a half hours, He made 
only three fuel stops. 

Molloy spent inost of the 
first half of the-race trailing the 
H2 Kawasaki 750's of Allan 
Collison/Owen Galbraith, Tony 
Urry/Gary Turner and Graeme 
Crosby/Eric Bone but as the 
higher petrol consumption and 
lack of engine braking began to 
tell on the big two-strokes, 
Molloy and the ZI pressed on 
until only the Collison/Galbraith 
team lay ahead of him. 








































FURTHER PROOF OF KAWASAKI RELIABILITY AND PERFORMANCE 
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PAD CHANGE 

Then with just over an hour 
to go, Allan Collison brought 
his machine into the pits for a 
very rapid brake pad change. 
But that was all Molloy needed. 
His patience was rewarded with 
a half-minute lead over the pre. 
race favourite when they returned 
to the fray. From then on it 
was Molloy all the way. When 
the flag dropped at Spm on the 
dot, he was a good half lap clear 
of Collison. 

Early leaders and eventual 
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The incredible Ginger Molloy relentlessly wore down the 
Six-Hour production race at Manfeild — the richest and lons 
in New Zealand. And he did it alone, preferring to ride the 



























Riding the Laurie Summers Kawasaki 900 in deceptively relaxed 
fashion, Molloy covered 242 laps of the fabulous 1.8 mile circuit in 
the six hours. “Afterwards, he said “I really enjoyed myself —! don’t 
even feel tired and could have gone on for » hours”. 


third placemen, Graeme Crosby 
and Eric Bone were an ever- 
present threat until they too 
struck the front brake bogey * 
and had to replace the complete 


unit after the puck became _ 
welded to the caliper at about 


4pm. 

Blue Wing Honda's efforts 
paid dividends in the 500cc class 
when Dave Crook and Murray 
De Lacy brought home their. 

CB 500 first after completing 
230 laps. Three laps in arrears, 
the other Blue Wing 500 class 
team of Martyn Bayliss and lan. 
Disney followed, while privateers, 
B. Edhouse and D. Lovegrove 
came in on the same lap to make 
ita convincing 1-2-3 for the 
four-pot Hondas. 

Surprise winners of the 350cc 
class, Alistair Mitchell and Alan 
Hughson had two laps in hand 
over Alec MacLeod and Martyn 
Aiken after the six hours. 

Mitchell and Hughson com- 
pleted 233 laps on their W. 
White’s RD 350 Yamaha, enough 
to place them sixth overall 
behind the five leading unlimited 
class bikes, MacLeod and Aiken 
took seventh overall. 


IDEAL CONDITIONS 

Ideal racing conditions pre- 
vailed throughout the race, al- 
though when the race began at 
11 arn it was overcast enaugh to 
suspect rain sooner or later- 
Luckily for the near-4000 











The gruelling 24 hour Bol d‘Or .... LE MANS» Tete . 2nd! 
The Great Superbike International... THRUXTON, ENGLAND 
PUKEKOHE 





The 1 Hour Production Race 





Ae craemalcrosy. AND at HAWKESBURY .... KAWASAKI 
3ed Rlogor Freeth TOOK THE FIRST 4 PLACES 
ath I Glon Williams IN ALL 3 PRODUCTION RACESI!I 











STOPRRESS!! The Castrol 6 hour Production Race at Manfeild 
Ist. MOLLOY—ZI 900ce 
2nd, COLLISON & GALBRAITH-H2 750cc 
KAWASAKI sun THEY GO «ss. AND THEY KEEP ON GOING LONGER AND FASTER 
Distributed throughout New Zealand ‘by LAURIE SUMMERS (W’Sale) Ltd., 


a <z KAWASAKI SCOOP THE POOL! 
3rd, CROSBY & BONE=H2750ce (subject to confirmation)’ 
55, UPPER QUEEN STREET, AUCKLAND 




















Loft: 


Gingor Molloy presses on to his solo 
victory aboard the Summers Z1. 





Right: 
‘The Ducati 750GT of Grant and Gary 
Worsley was very handily placed until 
2 spill relegated thom to a final 18th 











opposition to win the Castrol 
gest production race ever held 
full distance without employ- 
spectators the rain held off and 
as the race progressed the clouds 
disappeared, 

Pre-race publicity built up 
the Japan versus Europe nature 
of the event, with half a dozen 
Ducati 750’s and the Benelli~ 
650 of Keith Turner and Lance, 
\Baylis supposedly challenging 
the might of the Japanese bikes, 
But the sting was taken out of 
the challenge when the Auckland 

Motomcyetes Ducati 750. Sports, 
to be ridden by Rod Dunshea 
and Keith Williams was refused 
entry-die to the low handlebars 
fitted, which are standard 
equipment. 

But it was the Kawasaki 
contingent who were obviously 
going to be the ones to beat. 
Laurle Summers (Wholesale) Ltd, 
the Kawasaki importers, entered 
three teams in the unlimited 
class, comprising Molloy and 
Ganley on the Z!, Crosby and 
Boneon the H2 and Glenn 
WilliamsWayne List on another 
H2. Strengthening the Kawasaki 
chal l@nge was the Collison/Gal- 
braith team and several other 
“name! riders on private and 
tradeentered H2's, as well as 
another couple of ZI's. 

Bide Wing Honda put in an 
al|-outattack and had five teams 
of top-ngtch riders neatly turned 
out an very thoroughly-pre- 
pared machines, Three teams 
piloted CB 750 machines while 
the other pair rode CB 500's. 


MOULOY ON POLE 
lloy was given pole posi- 
tion ON the grid. Alongside 





him § fe Collison, Crosby, Leahy’ 


(GB_750) and Keith Turner on 
the Dalhoff and King Benelli 
650, Crosby grabbed the lead 
from the start and for te first 
few hectic laps the field began 
to sort itself out. 

Peter Leahy threw his Honda 
away at the end of the main 
straight very early in the piece, 
leaving co-rider Ken Fletcher 
bike-less. Brian Lawrence came 
off his Pink and Collison CB 
750 at the hairpin and’ was 
carted off to hospital with con. 
cussion and a suspected broken 
collarbone while the rest. of the: 
70-odd riders continued to jostle 
into position, 

Twenty-five laps later Cosby 
had settled into a tenuous lead 
in front of Collison and Tony 
Urry on the Shalt Motor Cycles. 
H2, Holding a creditable fourth 
place ahead 6! Molloy-was the 
Grainger Norton 850, one of 
only two British machines entered 
in the event. In close attendance 
were Woorlmass and the 
Bennett/Lett Suzuk 
whom would shortly sticcumb to 
the beautiful-sounding Ducati 
GT 750 of Grant and Gary 
Worsley. 

Turner's hard riding was more 
than the Italian 650 could take 
and the Benelli’s big end 
bearings cried enough’ before 
an hour had passed. 

After an incredibly quick 
petro! stop — one of seven 
which the team were to make — 
Christchurch production race 
specialist Owen Galbraith took 
over the lead at around the 45: 
minute mark. Butit was short 
lived as a flying Gary Turner, 
taking over from Tony Urry, 
headed the field at the 50-lap 
mark. 











stro! 


plac overall, 
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Ix Hours 


another Kawasaki H2 had 
hauled himself up from a lowly 
42nd place at the 25-lap mark 
to 21st spot — and was still 
going like the proverbial train. 
Molloy continued to stalk the 
leading H2's, along with the 
privately-entered ZI 0! Byron 
Wallis and John Appel, which. 
suddenly appeared from out of 
the blue to occupy third place, 

Crosby and Bone sewmed to: 
be in all sorts of bother and 
dropped to seventh behind the 
Worsley Ducati. 

A third of the way, through, 
Collison and Galbraith once, 
more established themselves at 
the top, Kawasakis dominated 
tho.leadarboard:in.the-bigiclass; 
Honda already seemed to have 
the 500cc class sewn up and 
Yamaha RD 350's swept the 
field in the sinaller class. 





Six lotally different types of 
machine featured in the top ten: 
four two-stroke triples, two twin- 
overhead-cam fours, one single 
overhead cam four, one water- 
cooled two-stroke triple, one 
Overhead valve'parallel twin and 
One overhead cam vee twin. And 
they say racing these days lacks 
variety, 


TUMBLE 

After a first lap tumble, the 
second Blue Wing Honda 750 of 
Clive Ducey and John Woodley 
began to circulate at a very 
rapid rate of knots. Woodley in 
particular looked very impressive. 
The result was the holding of 
11th place after 75 laps. 

At the half way:mark Molloy 
was lodged in second place and 
looking positively dangerous. 
Collison and Galbraith were still 
in front but they knew they 





(Hond3'6B 750), Woodmass 





were making twice as many fuel 
stops. Alpit stop at 1,30 pm for 
a brake pad change had lost 
them 30 seconds and at the rate 
they were going they were 

going to have to come in again 
about 4.00 pm. Freeth, going it 
alone, and the Crosby /Bone duo 
held handy positions ahead of the 
big Suzuki and the Woodley/ 
Ducey Honda butiboth the H2‘s 
were to suffer pit delays which 
would affect their chances of 
victoly.. 

Mitchell arid Hughson had 
recovered from a mediocre start 
‘and'worked their way to. the top 
of the 350cc class but were hotly 
persued by Aucklanders MacLeod 
and/Aiken. ‘The 500cc class was 
led by Crook and De Lacy, lying 
seventh.overall. 

Throughout the race Chris 
Woodmass and Ray Dumpleton 
on the Honda 750 had sat behind 
the leading bunch with Geoff 
Bennett and Joe Lett on the 
Unwieldy Suzuki 750 for com- 
pany. With 200 laps completed 
these two teams found them- 
selves tailing the two leading 
bikes. Their chances of an 
overall win depended on, the 
front runners either falling off or 
pushing their bikes too hard. But 
Molloy, Collison and Galbraith 
are too seasoned campaigners to 
allow this to happen at such a 
critical time — they continued 
to do everything right. 

Molloy’s chance came just 
before 4.00 pm — five hours 
after the start — when Allan 
Collison pulled into the pits for 
another brake pad change The 
veteran from Huntly zipped into 
a half-minute lead which he 
never relinquished, 

CHANGES 
It was about this time that 





many changes in fortune occur- 
red. Freeth had lost all chance 
of a good place when he lost” 
several minutes in the pits having 
his brakes attended to. The 
Crosby/Bone machine was side- 
lined while it underwent a com- 
plete disc assembly transplant. 
John Woodley thundered on and 
after a quick fuel stop at 4.20 
pm he seemed to have edged in 
front of Ray Dumpleton for a 
hard-earned fourth. Then he, 
too, struck trouble. Two laps 
after fuelling he was in the pits, 
his Honda down on power. The 
spark plugs were changed and the 
Blenheim rider rejoined the fray, 
but the cause of the trouble was 
not so simple. The best Woodley 
could do was cruise the final 
laps and finish well down the 
field. 

Molloy followed Collison in 
at 4.25 pin for his final fuel 
stop:, Collison remained in the 
saddle and was back on the track 
in a mere 12 seconds but he was 
outdone by Molloy and his crew 
who had him back in action 
after only a 10-second delay, 

Thirty-five minutes later 
Molloy had won himself $300. 
Dave Crook and Murray De 
Lacy collected $200 bonus. 
money from Blue Wing Honda 
to take their prize tally to $450. 

while 350ce winners Mitchell 
and Hughson collected an equal 
amount from W, White Ltd (o 
boost their earnings to $400, 

But the men with the biggest 
siniles on their faces must have 
been Gary and Grant Worsley. 
For being the first Eiropean 
motor cycle to finish, and the 
first Ducali, they accumulated 
acool $175. Thal's not had 
considering they finished 18th, 


FINAL PLACINGS — Unlimited Class 


Meanwhile, Roger Freeth on 


5 





G. Molloy Kawasaki ZI 900, 242 
laps 1; A. Collison/O. Galbraith Ka- 
Wwasaki H2750, 242 laps 2; G. Crosby/ 
E. Bone Kawasaki H2 750, 234 
laps 3; C. Woodmass/R. Dumpleton 
Honda CB 750, 233 laps 4; G. Ben- 
nett/J. Lott Suzuki GT 750, 233 
lops 5. 

351-500cc CLASS 

D. Crook/M. De Lacy Honda CB 
500, 230 laps 1; M, Bayliss/I. Disnoy 
Honda CB 500, 227 laps 2; B. Ed- 
house/D. Lorgrove Honda CB 500, 
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Castrol 









CASTROL SIX—HOURS PROGRESS 
POSITIONS 


350cc CLASS 


After 50 La; 

1 Mitchell Hughson 
2 MacLood/Aiken 
3) Knight/T. Turner 


After 100 Laps 















500cc CLASS Unlimited Class 








Crook /Do Lacy 
Edhouse/Lovegrove 
Bayliss/Disney 


Urry/G, Turner 
Collison/Galbraith 
Wallis/Appel 
























































; lt 227 laps 3; Re McKewon/P. Ti 
| . 2 Kight/T Turner BaylisyOlsney’ alloy P=” | all Surukl"TBOOR, "223. lupe 
] an F e M ot or | 3 MacLeod/Aiken Gano/Ploun Wallis/Appel Hee Ploon Honda CB 45 
Alter 150 Laps 201-350ce CLASS 
1 Mitehell/Hughson ——_Crook/De Lacy Collison/Galbraith 
i cE mM 2 MacLood/Aiken Bayliss/Disney Molloy Soot teat gay iuahean pease 
AM 3 Hill/Haggett Edhouse/Lovegrove — Crosby/Bone Aikon Yamaha RD'350, 231 taps 2; 
Aftor 200 Laps M. Hill/C. Haggett Yamaha RD '350, 
: 1 Mitchell/Hughson Crook /De Lacy Callison/Galbraith 228 laps 3: Ry Atkins/R. North 
| 2 MacLood/Aiken Bayliss/Disnoy Molloy Yamaha AD 350, 228 laps 4; P. 
\ 3 Hill/Haggett Edhouse/Lovegrove  Woodimass/Dumpleton | Knight/T. Turner Yamaha RD 350, 


228 laps 5. 











THE MICK ANDREWS REPLICA 
SUPERB TRIALS MACHINE 


New shipment of RENTHALL HANDLEBARS 
arriving shortly 


ORDER NOW 





Enquiries to: 


MIKE HARRIS 
EQUIPMENT 


8 BULLER GROVE NAENAE LOWER HUTT 
PH: WGTN 675-108 
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Wylie Wins 
Onekawa 


than road-racing, gave riders 
of reputation a fright. Tinney 
led Wylie through the first few 
corners of the open grand 
prix, won the single cylinder 
race, and came a close second 
in the 351-500cc event behind 
Wellington's Steve Dundon, 
on a Suzuki TR500 road-racer. 





OG- 
WHEELING UN 


BRITAIN 


CHRIS HARRIS TALKS TRIALS — FROM THE UK 


Closed-to-club 


| had a weekend with no National trial available so rode in a closed- 
to-club event. This was a very relaxed outing. i) concentrated on 
finding the limits of versatility of my Bultaco by deliberately trying 
a higher gear at times and “plonking” through sections where 
normally | would have used a lower gear and kept the revs up. 

I lost 18 points to win the trial with second placegetter on 48 
points. 

Then came the “Nobby Clarke Trial’’, an open-to-centre event, 
which | would liken to a typical NZ club trial. we he 

Here consistency was necessary. rather than brilliant riding and | 
tried very hard throughout the trial not to shower away the usual 
points through carelessness. 4 

On two sections | chose an approach not used by other riders who 
were having considerable difficulty. 

On the first, which was an up and down and around one ona 








(By Peter Brittenden] with his Suzuki 125 


A adi H performing effortlessly, Tony 
he high pressure Jiding of Dale Wylie at the perfor (Napier) looked’ ready 
nekawa Grand Prix was sure to have been a for a successful beginning to 


warning to his competitors for this summer's the defence of his New 


steep hillside, | was just lucky enough with a crafty manoeuvre, to 
get my front wheel spindle out of the section before the bike stalled. 
It was a really steep exit and | counted myself lucky. 

Then came an entertaining section for spectators. A plunge down 


road-racing season 


Wylie (Christchurch), who 
recently 1 completed a 
successful campaign in the 
United States, was mounted 
ona Suzuki TR500 Mark II, the 
only one of its type in the 
country. 
He easily outstripped the 
quality opposition in the open 
* grand prix on the Onekawa 
road circuit, which twists and 
turns through Napier’s indus- 
trial area. On a course which 
requires a computer-like mind 
to handle accurately and 
quickly, Wylie relished the 
conditions and showed quite 
clearly the effect overseas 
competition has had on’ his 
riding. 


ONLY CRUISING 

For the first six laps Wylie 
outrode Wellington's Steven 
Dundon (Suzuki 500) and 
Hamilton's Ginger Molloy 
(Harley Davidson 350) and 
then for the remaining four he 
crulsed, not at all troubled by 
any of the opposition, which 
also included Kawasaki and 
Yamaha 750s 


Later in the meeting, Wylie 
was heading the 351-500cc 
class race when gearbox 
trouble forced him to a halt, 
three laps before the finish. 

Wylie will be competing in 
the Marlboro series on the 
Suzuki, which was imported 
by former New Zealand Grand 


CROSBY'S DOUBLE 
Graeme Crosby (Auckland) 
made a workmanlike job of 
winning the two major 
Production races at the 
meeting on his Kawasaki H2. 

Although only 18 and a 


Wellington rider Steve Dundon holds a slender lead ov: 
500cc race. Both are mounted on water-cooled Suzul 


Virtual newcomer to the sport, 
Crosby showed the way to 
several more seasoned riders, 
all on similar mounts. His 
winning margin in both races 
was not great but enough to 
show Crosby is no mere 
up-and-comer. He = might 
Prove the man to beat in his 
class during thé season. 











Zealand ultra-lightweight title, 
for machines up to 125cc. 
But Burrell took a spill in an 
earlier event, lost his 
kickstart, and. was ‘forced to 
start in the first round from 
the back marker, where he 
was given a push-start. He 
was then faced with the task 














Dale Wylie during the 


of carving his way through-the 
25 other machines in the 
tunning to catch up with the 
leaders. He didn't quite make 
it. Murray De Lacy (Hamilton) 
won on his 125 Yamaha, 
Robert Whitmarsh (Hastings) 
was second on a 125 Honda, 
and A Mitchell (Welling- 
ton), 125 Yamaha, was third. 


West of : 
Trial (National) 





into a pool of muddy water with an 8 foot high cliff to climb on the 
other side. 

Beneath the surface of the water lay soft sand and riders either 
somersaulted forward into the mud or reeled over backwards through 
failing to climb the bank. 

The sight of drenched riders and submerged bikes was a fair stim- 
ulus for me to try something different. 

(aimed to the left of the deepest rut and skittered and bounced 
with the bike over the crest of the bank — just! 

My concentration throughout the trial paid off and | came first 
out of 113 riders with a loss of only one point. Second man lost 7 
and the third 18. 

However the trial was of such an easy overall standard that it was 
essential to remind oneself that National trials were a very different 
kettle of fish! " 7 


England 


This trial was in the Exeter area where it had rained during the 
week. | had a good riding number (139). 5 

The first groups of sections | rode well. But then the handlebar 
rubber grips came loose (a thing I’ve preached about too!) and, as 
usual, | started to scatter some points about. 

, There were many steep hills with loose shale surfaces. Where it 
was possible to get a good run at them | was rocketing up on full noise 
in 4th gear. A great feeling. ‘ 

Disappointingly, the trial slowed to a crawl as queuing at sections 
began to build up. It is terribly hard to concentrate on your riding 
when this happens. 

| did very well in one difficult section. This was a steep downhill 
one with huge boulders embedded in the ground. You crashed from 
tock to rock on the way down. Then, at the bottom, plunged into a 
swift flowing river with rocks concealed beneath the waters surface. 

| lost only one or two points in the five sub-sections. 












Prix champion Tommy Keith Tinney (Wellington), Burrell fought his way up to z However overall, in the 35 sections spread over the 40 miles of the 
McCleary Jnr, of Christ- riding a Suzuki 400 which is fifth spot onithel last fay P Circuit, the odd flash of good riding form was not sufficient to earn 
church. more at home moto-crossing me even a second class award, 
\ 
iet Motorcycles 
Denepre 650cc’ Voskhod 1751 
. cc 
Jupiter ' 350cc Planeta 350cc 


CVCLES LTD. 


L.M.V.D. 
Ducati 750 Sport 


150 PONSONBY ROAD, 


SECOND HAND SPARES SPECIALISTS 


SALES—SERVICE—HIRE PURCHASE 
TRADE-INS—WRECKING 


TEL: 765-945 


Ducati 750 GT 


AUCKLAND 








Sidechairs for larger Models Available 
T200K FREIGHTER TRUCK 
see_this versatile vehicle 









‘MAICO MOTOC ROSS 


From Fullerton Motorcycles Ltd. 


183 Ponsonby Road 
Newton vines Boe 
Ph 761-610 











motocross win to the world’s top 
MX rider Hakan Andersson 


Moss took up 
motocross with just one 
ambition: to win. 

So he picked the 
winning-est MX machine 
made: Yamaha. Last year 
more motocross events 
were won on Yamaha 
than by any other make 





Hakan Andersson: Winner of the 


IX Chi onship. i 
250cc World Mi amplonship. of motor bike. . Engine Type 2-stroke, 7-port, “Torque Induction", 
Hakan Andersson is one reason why. special Yamaha. _ Displacement Sinaia 
: f i a were Max. hi 
features engineered into his Yama VZIS60) UMD ee ee eT 


.Transmission 5-speed gearbox 


? hest 
put to the test on the world’s toug Fuel Tank Capacity 7.0 lit. 


motocross courses. In winning his world 


championship, Hakan spectacularly proved 
their reliability. And it’s these very same : 
winning features that Yamaha build into their 
full MX range. This makes the Yamaha MX 
you buy the most competitive MX machine 


aver. It's also why, one day, Hakan may meet ... you’re onto a winner! 
Moss - at the starting line. NZ Distributors: W. White (Wholesale) Limited, Auckland 
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YAMAHA 


North Shore 


Motorcycles Ltd. 


320 LAKE ROAD, TAKAPUNA 
202 HINEMOA ST, BIRKENHEAD AFTER HOURS 
495-739 
L.M.V.D. 47-86-282 


Phone 
496-856 
496-897 TAKAPUNA 
486-566 BIRKENHEAD 


Wins on Kawasaki 


LsO 
TRIUMPH AND NORTON 
FOR YOUR WINNER CONTACT THE GUYS AT 


Shaft Motorcycles 


12 Queen St Otahuhu - OH, Phone 62-535/61-401 


For that 


let-down feeling 
miles from home.... 
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tyre PANDO 


Now motorcyclists can carry 
a Spare tyre : 


1H Tyre Pando — a spare tyre in an aerosol can. Just screw on 
to the tyre valve— push the button — your puncture repaired 
and tyre blown up at the same time. You're on your way in one 
minute. 


From service stations, motor accessory shops and 
International Harvester Company Dealers and 


Branches. 
L.MVD. 
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Rickman is a marque which most New Zealand enthus- 
iasts will have heard of or read about in overseas journals. 
Unfortunately, all too few will have had the opportunity 
to ride or.even view one of the specialist machines bearing 
this well-respected name because until recently no-one 
bothered to import them.commercially. ~ 

However, as was reported in look into the Rickman name. 
the September issue of NZMGN, Brothers Don and Derek Rick 
the Petone-based importers of ian were riding and winning 
Gemini and Hatley Davidson molo-cross events on the tough 
machines, Stichbury Distri- European circuits back in the 
butors Ltd, acquired two ma- 1950's and 60's, Jn 1959 they 
chines from the current Rick put together their first ‘special’ 
man off-road range for the in the back of their motor 
personal use of two of their cycle shop in England bul no 
personnel and ostensibly to stock frame around al the time 
assess sales potential in New 
Zealand. The'bikes were the 
R125 Six Day Enduro model 
and the R250 moto ciosser 
During the 1960's inany Rick 
man MLO crossers Were seen in 
New Zealand, ridden by such 
fame riders as Hugh Anderson, 
Allan Collison, Dave Burns and 
Graeme 












poWered by a/Brilish singleior 
twin-cylinder motor, and a 
250cc which was invariably 
powered by a Spanish Bultaco 
mill. 

Stichbury’s recently invited 
NZMCN to put the two Rick- 
mans through their paces on a 
piece of farm country in the 
Horokiwi hills north of 
Wellington and for a couple of 
hours ona fine but blustery 
Friday afternoon.we raced, 
pushed, fell off and ogled them. 

The first obvious point to: 
emerge from this session was 
that the Enduro model is just 
that —an enduro, nota moto- 
crosser — and as our limited 
time was spent on a makeshift 
moto-cross circuit our impres 
sions would have to take that 
into account. 


the 250 moto crosser on the right. 
was light enough for their 
liking. ‘So they built their own, 
And ran up 40 wins on the trot, 
* including Don's victory in the 
brestigeous Moto-cross Des 
Nations. Natyrally, their light, 
nickel-plated frames found 
great demand and by 1964 the 
brothers had set up their own 
factory, competing less but 
manufacturing more. Even so, 
Derek still found time to win 
the European 750 moto-cross 


championships in 1968. 

The Rickmans built their 
bikes around stock equipment 
where it met their demands but 
where it didn’t they made their 
‘own. The bikes were dubbed 


RICKMAN BROTHERS 
Before looking at the bikes 
themselves, perhaps we should 





SPECIFICATIONS 


ROCKMAN 125 


RICKMAN 125 SIX DAY ENDURO (R125SD) 


Rickman-Metisse, a French word 
for mongrel, But now that so 
much of the content Is their own, 
the latter name has been dropped, 
‘And so to the two graunchy- 
looking machines waiting to be 
unlashed (unleashed?) from the 


trailer... - 


STYLING : 

First visual impressions were 
mixed. Styling is of the “you 
love it oryou hate it’ type — 
soine of us loved. it, some hated 
it. There were some obvious 
similarities between them such 
as the Betor forks and Girling 
rear shocks, the similar bulbous 
steel gas tanks. Rickman Red. 
fibreglass panels and guards, and 
the nickel plating of the Reynolds 
531 chrome manganese steel 
tubing which constitutes the 
frames. But as could be 
expected there were also obvious 
differences. 

The 125cc Zundapp power 
plan{ of the enduro sits behind 
twin downtubes while the 
crinkle-cut Montesa VR mill 
sits behind a single downtube. 
The moto-cross machine is: 
braced at the steering head for 
extra strength whilst the enduro 
goes without, 

Both machines have left foot 








Two thoroughbred Rickman off-road bikes — the.125 enduro on the left and 


gear shift levers but while the 
125 kickstart lever is mounted 
On the left, that of the 250 is on 
the right. 

The exhaust pipe of the 125 
Passes under the gas tank on the 
right hand side and emerges 
through the sidecover on the left. 
The 250 exhaust system is 
underslung and exits behind the 
left footrest. Both systems are 
reasonably quict and meet 
AMA noise level requirements. 

__ Though the machines looked 
similar, we soon found they 
were totally different. * 

Zundapp has long had an 
enviable reputation for power 
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Engine Zundapp; Cylinder 1; Type 2 stroke; 
Displacoment 123cc; Comp, Ratio 1:45 BHP fone. "ee pH oE 
Bing 26mm; Primary Drive gear; Gear Box 5 speed; Clutch Mult. disc tn oll 


bath; Ignition Bosch; Front Suspension Betor 


Shocks; Front Tyre Dunlop Trial’ 2.75 x 21; Rear 


F 'y 2 US gallons; Wheel Base 53”: 
Seat Height 31%"; Dry Weight 216 lbs. Price $1305) 





x 18; Fuel capa 


RICKMAN 250 


RICKMAN 250 MOTO CROSS (R250Mx) 


Engine Montesa; Cylinder 1; Type 2 Stroke: 
Displacement 248cc; Comp. Ratio 12:1; BrP Moe eee x 


Spanish Amal; Primary Drive gear: Gear B 

bath; Ignition Motoplat (Pointless); Front. Su: 

pension Gieling Saks Front Tyre Dunio 
unlop Sports 4.60 x 18; 

Ground Cleat tna 





nco BX"; Seat Height 32”: D, 








Forks; Rear Suspension Girling 
Tyre Dunlop Trials 4,00 
+ Ground clearance 1 





2.5mm x 6Omm; 
\00rpm; Carburettor 


5 Speod; Clutch Multi. disc In oil 
spension Betor Forks; Roar Sus- 
P Sports 2.75 x 21; Rear Tyre 
2 US gallons; Wheel Base 55"; 
ry Weight 214 Ibs. Price $1495, 














In this column, former double world speedway champion 
and multiple New Zealand title-winner RONNIE MOORE 
keeps NZMCN readers in touch with events at home and 


abroad. 


For the first time in the eight years that it has 
been run, an Englishman has won the British 
league riders’ championship. Peter Collins, Belle. 


Vue's: 


20-year-old _ star, 


mastered the wet 


conditions of his home track before 25,000 
speedway fans, to score five brilliant wins. 


In his first ride he beat Ivan 
Mauger by forty yards in the 
fastest time of the night. His 
only other challenge came 
from Aussie Phil Crump, who 
led him for one lap. 

ivan Mauger and Phil Crump 
both tied for second place on 











McMillian 6; J. Boulger 6; 
Boocock 5; B. Kilby 4; 


42 points. Ivan won the 
run-off. 

Scorers: P. Collins 15; |. 
Mauger 12; Phil Crump 12; J. 
Louis 11 Valentine 11; D. 
Jessup 10; M. Ashby 8; G. 
Hunter 7; B. Briggs 7; ch 

D. 


Lovas 3; T. Betts 2; N. 
Boocock 1. 
Phil Crump beat fellow 


Australian John Boulger in the 
decider of the Golden Helmet 


Match Race at Wimbledon 
2-1. It now means Phil holds 
the Helmet through the winter 
until next season. 

Rick Timmo, of Hastings, 
recently took the plunge and 
married a local girl from 
Oxford, the club Rick rides for 
in England. Rick is at the 
moment slowly mending from 
a broken thigh. 


EXETER TOP 

Exeter, led by Ivan Mauger, 
has won the British League for 
the first time. It finished five 
points clear of Belle Vue, 
which had a very good chance 
of catching it, but lost three of 
its last matches by a couple of 
points, usually on the last 
heat of the match. In its last 


, against. 


home match it had towin 
Halifax to snatch 
second place from Ipswich. 

The Division one league 
placings were: Exeter; Belle 
Vue; Ipswich; Sheffield; 
Kings Lynne; Newport; 
Halifax; Wimbledon; Hack- 
ney; Leicester; Wolverhamp- 
ton; Swindon;  Cradley;, 
Poole; Coventry; Oxford; 
Hull. 

The Division two has not yet 


* completed their fixtures, but 


Birmingham cannot be 
headed from the top of the 
table. 


BID FOR OLSEN 

Coventry Promoter, Charles 
Ochiltree, has put in a bid for 
Ole Olsen. Ole, who rides for 
Wolverhampton, has stated he 
would like a move to a new 
team for 1975, and Coventry 
which has had to use a guest 
rider all year, was quick to 
jump in and ask Wolverhamp- 
ton what the transfer fee 
would be. Nothing can 
become official until Ole puts 
his request in writing to the 
Speedway Control Board, 
Wolverhampton Speedway 
and the Speedway Riders’ 
Association. | hate to think 
what price they will put on 
Ole's head. 

The Laurels, the final 
meeting of the season at 
Wimbledon, and regarded as 
one of the classic meetings, 
was won by England’s Dave 
Jessup. It was a night of 
surprises with none of the big 
boys in the top three. 
Runner-up was Martin Ashby 
and third was Dag Lovas, then 
came the pre-race favourites, 
Briggs, Michanek and Mauger 
in that order. 

FIRST OUTING 

My first meeting of .the season 
turned out not to be 
Christchurch as_ | __ had 
planned, but Oreti Speedway, 


Invercargill, over Labour 
weekend, | had my bike 
prepared for a __ practice 


session at Christchurch, when 
| received a telephone call 
from Bill Tinker asking me to 





go down"andrace ‘there’on 
Sunday. As | had never seen 
the track and | am booked in 
there later in the season, |! 
jumped at the chance. It 
turned into quite an expensive 
weekend for me as | dropped 
an exhaust valve in the Eso 

halfway through the meeting, 
but | was very impressed with 


<4 \\ 





JANMA ! 


Ole Olson’ 


the set-up they have down 
there. The track is a lovely 
shape, and though we were 
riding in the pouring rain all 
through the meeting, the 
surface seemed quite good. 
Also. competing at the 
meeting along with a number 
of Christchurch competitors, 
were Graeme Smith, Bill 
Sergant and Merv Hodson 
who had made the long 
journey down from Palmer- 
ston North. 

This article had to be 
delivered to the Editor before 
the first meeting at Christ- 
church, but it looks like we are 
in for a great season. We are 
over stocked with solo bikes, 
so now a competitor must be 
able to put up a certain time 
before he can compete in a 
meeting. Those on the border 
line have three races before 
the meeting starts, and first 
and second from each race 
transfer to the B grade races 
in the meet. With the new race 
system that we have, a B 
grade rider can, if he is going 


well"transfer rightithrough to, 
the main final E 
sponsored Py ornyss Suzuki 
Centre, with a brand new 
T.V.50 going to the highest 
point scorer over the season, 

They must get 
first or second to transfer, but 
the incentive is there for them 
to do well and get more rides. 
The same applies fo the A 
grade riders. 


AUSSIE VISIT 

Speedway is now big 
business in New Zealand. 
This year we will have a visit 
by a four-man Australian 
team, which will race at 
Auckland, Wellington and 
Christchurch, the touring 
Polish test team and the Ivan 
Mauger-Barry. Briggs Troupe, 
which according to New 
Zealand Manager Mr Russell 
Lang, will, besides racing at 
all the main centres, be doing 
some of the smaller centres 
where they have a track. It 
costs a lot of money to bring 
some of the best riders in the 
world out here to New 
Zealand, but it is what the 
spectators want going by the 
annual accounts of the 
Christchurch Speedway As- 
sociation, which last year 
showed a record income of 
over $104,000. 


YANKS INTERESTED 
| have had some letters from 
some of the American boys | 
raced against in California 
recently. A couple of them are 
keen on coming out to New 
Zealand to do the season as a 
working holiday. Actually, | 
do not think itis the speedway 
that is attracting them. They 
are all keen fishermen, and | 
told them the trout In New 
Zealand are six feet long. 

| am hoping to have a new 
Speedway Tyre, designed and 
manufactured in Australia, 
sent over for me to try out. At 
present, all our tyres have to 
come from Czecho, but with a 
source on our backdoor step, 
it will make life much easier. 





OPPOSKI ION 


ON SUNDAY, JANUARY STH - 


at 


Whangamata Coromandel Peninsula 


WHEN THE THAMES VALLEY MOTORCYCLE CLUB 
&THE WHANGAMATA LIONS CLUB 
Present Yet Another 


91000 MOTO-CROSS 


7KM SOUTH OF WHANGAMATA ON STATEHIGHWAY 25 


TO WAIHI 


GRADE RACING-ENTRIES ON DAY sayy PRACTICE 10.30 


RACING 12.30} GRAND 


FINAL 


$500 }Y WET OR FINE 


ENQUIRIES TELEPHONE 817 HIKUTAIA 





sports 
commen 


ry 


Mountain Moto-X 
Planned in Nelson 


It seems that long distance, point-to-point (and back 
again) and super enduro races are rapidly coming into 
fashion. Following hard on the heels of the Vincent club's 


Line 7 Mountain Grand Prix comes news of another major 
enduro-type race planned for December 8. 


This is to be Known as the 
“Marlboro 88 Mountain 90” 
and will be run by the Nelson 
club under sponsorship from 
Philip Morris (NZ) Ltd. 

According to Nelson club 
captain Colin Bower, the event 
will cover approximately 90 
miles of very rugged trails and 
open country-in the Wakefield 
Valley Area, about 20 miles 
south of Nelson city. Com- 
petitors will ride a circuit 
following a marked course with 
each rider being sent off at half 
minute intervals. The winner 

will be the rider clocking the 
fastest ‘time. 

The event promises to be an 
exicting challenge for top 
moto -cross and enduro riders. 
Total prize money exceeds 
$225 with $100 going to the 


SHAMBLES 

Australia’s Castrol six-hours 
production race turned into a 
farce when original winners, 
Bryan Hindle and Clive Knight 


outright winner. In addition, 
he will receive, among other 
rewards, a new full face helmet 
donated by R.J, Cooke Motors, 
The runner-up will collect $50 
with prize money going down to 
sixth. There are various other 
prizes, including $20 worth of 
spares for the first Honda home. 

Assembly and scrutineering 
will be at 9 am on Parkes Bros 
Farm, 88 Valley, Wakefield, The 
event proper will begin at 11 am. 
Numbers are to be allocated in 
strict order of receipt of entry. 
It is worth noting that every 
machine must be registered and 
fitted with an EFFECTIVE 
muffler. 

Entries, which close on, 
November 30, can be sent to the 
Organiser, Nelson Motor-cycle 
Club, P.O. Box 93, Nelson. 





(BMW), were excluded from the 
results three days later. A re- 
count of lap charts showed that 
they had, in fact, finished some 
8sec behind Len Atlee and Ken 









lake (Kawasaki Z1). Hindle 

and Knight were also disquall 

lied for alleged modifications 10 

ihe suspension of their machine 

The third placed BMW of Gary 

Thomas and Grahain Kairl was 

also excluded for the same MOTOR CYCLES IN AUS- — 
reason, Kiwi John Boote was TRALIA written by Pedr Davis 
eliminated at the end of the tits illustrated by Bob Arnold 

hour ina fearsome crash when published by Paul Hamlyn Pety 
the front dise brake failed. It Ltd and printed in Hong Kong 
Was nota broken caliper which Price — $2.90 

caused the failiie as earlier Pedr Davis Is the author of ' 
thought. Boote, during a flying several books on riding ie 
visit home to collect his spare driving, among them fall 
12750 for the first round of the About Mini Bikes”, Ride Ang 
Pan Pacific series in Australia, Really Live’ and “Aide 


live"’. His latest offering 
Stay olor Cycles in Australia’ 
is a very general summing up 
‘of the motor cycling scene in 

ustralla. 

- In its 78 large pages are ten 
chapters devoted to (such 
diverse subjects as the right 
road to riding skill",““gear to 
‘sizzling superbikes’ , 
dball and the unusual 
“looking back". Large, 


explained that the hand lever 
simply vibrated loose and fell 
off, Unfortunately, he didn't 
notice. 
HONOUR 

Kiwi international John Boote 
has been chosen to represent 
motor-cycling at the annual 
New Zealand “Sportsman of the 
Year"' dinner, being held this 
year in Christchurch on November 
26. Boote, winner of the 
Malaysian, Penang, and Selangor 
grand prix events in South East 
Asia this year, is expected to be 
a major contender for top 
honours in the forthcoming 
Marlboro international series. 





and 
often colourful, illustrations 
and a few pages of colour 
photographs accompany the 
text. 

But by trying to encompass 
too much as quickly and 


cheaply as _ possible the 
authors have ended up with a 
book of only limited appeal. 
The text is simple and easy to 
read but is disjointed and 
often misleading or unfactual. 
For instance, in a chapter 
titled “Power, Pace and 
Performance” It is stated: "... 
a typical 350cc twin develops 
45 horsepower (35kw) at 8000 
rpm” and continues “In the 
case of the typical 350cc twin, 
maximum torque is 39 nm (or 
29 {t/lbs) at 7500 rpm”. We 
don't know of a typical 350cc 
twin which can match these 
specifications but they do 
bear a remarkable resemb- 
lance to those of the Kawasaki 
S2A triple. 

Also, on the very first page, 
when explaining the differ- 
ence between a minibike and a 
minicycle, it states: “Minl- 
cycles on the other hand ... 


WHANGAMATA MOTO X 

A large crowd is expected to 
witness the Thames Valley club’s 
$1000 moto cross on Sunday 
January 5, ‘The event, which will 
take place 7 kilometres south of 
Whangamata, is to be held with 
the co-operation of the Whanga- 
mata Lions Club.and is sure to 
attract a sizeable crowd of 
holidaymakers, about 30,000 of 
whom visit the area at that lime 
of year, The track is said to be 
exciting for spectators and riders 
alike, The Thames club intends 
to make this an annual event 
with an increase in prize money 
each year, 


ANOTHER CHALLENGER 
‘A machine powered by six 








LATEST ‘SUN BURST HEAD ETC 
AT BARGAIN PRICES 


ONCE ONY 


Our Price 


(have) a maximum. length of 
sei est 
~accompanying 

abviousiy “ie ebee We Tora, 
and according to our literature 
this has a length of 1716 mm 
(67.6"). 

The illustrations are far too 
large In most cases and 
although they are well 
detailed, they are usually 
boring side-on views. If less 
use had been made of them, 
perhaps Davis could have 
expanded more on some of 
his points. More photographs 
In place of drawings would 
have added more interest. 

As It is, the book Is suitable 
for little other than casual 
reading by pre-teens who are 
Just beginning to show an 









rotary engines js being prepared 
in Australia for an attempt on 
the world motor-cycle record of 
281mph, set recently by Cali- 
fornian Don Vesco, The 
Australian machine, which will 
have fluid drive and is being 
build by Sanron Enterprises, of 
Melbourne, will be aiming for 
350mph. And this is regarded 
as only a prelude for an attempt to 
break through the sound barrier 
with another vehicle with 36 
engines and 16 wheels. 





Official Price 





CZ 125 Mx $850 








CZ 250 MX $1050 


CZ 400 MX $1150 


Direct from Importer 


LAURIE SUMMERS (WHOLESALE) LTD., 
55, Upper Queen Street, Auckland 1. 


Phone 371-912 


WE ARE RELINQUISHING THIS FRANCHISE AND SELLING OUR 


The construction of the first 
machine is already well under 
way. It will be ridden by 
sidecar racer Bob Levy and the 
attempt will be made on Lake 
Eyre,.in South Australia. 

The designer of the projectile 
is 25-year-old John Conway, of 
Sydney. The rotary engines will 
be arranged in three groups of 
two with the front pair acting 
as stiperchargers for the other 
four. The machine will have no 
brakes bul will be halted by: 
reversing the engines. This is 
tnade possible hy the remarkable 
{luid transmission, 


- $1497.60 
$1501.50 





REMAINING STOCK AT COST... 


YOU BENEFIT!!! 





The rider will lie prone above 
the engines and will {ook out 
through a complex periscope 
arrangement. There will be only 
two controls, both twist grips. 
One will control the throttle; 


* Cyglists’ Manual published by, 





rest In two-wheeled sport, 
howe reference book it Is 
unreliable and there are 
certainly more instructive, and 


exciting, informative publica. }) 


ions of the same lype 
wvallable, although these are 
enerally found in magazine 


orm. 
MOTOR CYCLE ROADCRAFT 
— The British Police Motor 


Her Majesty’s Stationery Office 
Price — 90 cents 


This paperback 72-page 
manual Is a logical companion 
to the road code. Its nine 
chapters are devoted to 
helping the motor cyclist 
develop road sen: or, as 
the manual puts it, “a system 
of motor cycle control”. It 
does not delve thoroughly Into 
technical detalls such as the 
effects of centrifugal force In 
cornering but rather explains 
how the rider should react In 
certain situations. 

The chapters are headed 
The Ten Commandments of 
Motor Cycling; System of 
Motor Cycle Control; Sig- 
nals; Observation; Position- 
ing; Cornering; Gear Chang- 
Ing and Acceleration; 
Braking; and Use of Speed. 
Although it is set out and 
written in typical “official” 
manner, this book contalns 
much information of value to 
the learner motor cyclist or 
someone who wishes to brush 
up his defensive riding 
techniques. 

Some of the content Is not 
applicable to New Zealand 
laws, such as the section on 
night riding In the Observation 
chapter where it deals with 
riding under “the best modern 
street lighting’. In. Britain, 
under such circumstances, 
the use of the headlight is not 
compulsory If the machine's 
pilot light is on. In New 
Zealand, the headlight must 








Bbudthag autlhg Went 


Also, on occasion, the 
manual's text gives one the 
impression that two-stroke 
motor cycles do not exist. 
This is particularly evident 
during the sheptey on braking. 

However, It should be 
remembered that the manual 
is written primarily for the 
British police motor cyclists, 
who invariably use — big 
four-stroke machines. Even 
So, It is a book of real benefit, 
pareulady to those who 
instruct motor cycling, and 
until our own Transport 
Department sees fit to publish 
Its own such manual, it 
should be widely read. 


the other the oil flow in the 
transmission. 


125 MOTO-CROSS 

The 125cc class of the New 
Zealand Pall Mall moto-cross 
championships will be open this 
season — not restricted to 
novices as indicates in NZMCN in 
the October issue. However, 
riders who elect to compete in 
this class will not be able to enter 
in any of the graded class events. 
This eliminates the possibility 
of one rider winning more than 
one New Zealand title. It seems 
that the decision to retain graded 
classes instead of reverting to the 
Capacity classes was taken on a 
vote of delegates at the ACU 
annual conference, There must 
be some woolly thinkers in 
some clubs i they consider that 
having capacity classes for gold 
star championships and graded 
classes for national champion- 
ships is reasonable, 


NORTON BID 

The bid by the twin-engined 
Norton streamliner to take the 
world motor-cycle speed record 
from) Don Vesco has gathered 
momentum, Boris Murray has 
recorded 265mph on the 
Bonneville Salt Flats in his 





















































fastest times run so far. This 
was only 17mph down on the 
world record set recently by 
Vesco with 4 twin engined 
Yamaha but it was only recoided 
one way. On the retum journey, 
the chain coupling the engines 
broke. Now the project is 

in the balance because the three: 


week term for which Dennis 


Manning, the man behind the bid, 


booked the salt flats has expired. 


GOOD GUYS 

Two guys who serve the motor 
cycling fraternity well, even if 
they are seldom seen doing 
so, are Brian Lawrence from 
Hamilton and Glenn Ducey 
from Tauranga. Their com- 
mentating efforts at sports 
events throughout the North 
Island are greatly appreciated. 
At the Manfield Castrol Six 
Hours, their constant stream 
of information must have been 
as tiring for them as riding 
must have been for the riders. 


MAXWELL BUYS TZ350 

Auckland Kawasaki H2_pro- 
duction racer Steve Maxwell is 
reported to have bought Darcy 
Holmes’ Yamaha 7Z350. Our 
spies tell us he has put in 
some-very quick lap times at 
Bay Park raceway and should 
be a man to watch at the 
Porirua GP in December. 


PORIRUA GP 
The Ixion club's Porirua Grand 
Prix takes place on Sunday 


December 1. The tight, 
found-the-shops circuit is 
extremely demanding and 


should provide both riders and 
spectators with plenty of 
thrills. 
























MOTOR 
GYGLES 


170 


173 GREAT SOUTH ROAD, 
GREENLANE, AUCKLAND 


Phone 548159 ‘> 
NZ distributor for 











Try us for... 
HARD TO GET PARTS 
SPEEDWAY J.A.P. SPARES 
VILLIERS SPARES (including 
new engines) 

HOBBY SCOOTER PARTS 
{including bolts) 

NORTON MANX- SOME 
PARTS UP TO 1958 

‘AMC SPARES UP TO 1964 
NORTON COMMANDO NEW 
AND USED SPARES 
VINCENT SPARES — NEW 
ZEALAND DISTRIBUTOR 





ALSO 
SUZUKI AND HONDA SPARES: 


PLOEN AT MANFEILD 

Moto cross king Peter Ploen 
returned from racing in 
Australia to take part in an 
entirely different kind of 
facing the Castrol Six 
Hours at Manfeild, where he 
Piloted a Honda CB450 twin 
with Michael Gane. At one 
stage, they were lying third in 
their class but gearbox 
problems prevented any 
further advancement. 

They finished fifth in their class. 


LAP SCORING 

Lap scoring at the Castrol Six 
Hours was not without its 
problems but those concerned 
performed their mammoth 
task with credit. “They did a 
marvellous job,” said co- 
promoter, Rob Lester. 


QUEEN’S AWARD 
Rickman Brothers Engineer- 
ing, British manufacturers of 
off-road and competition 
motor cycles, have been 
awarded the Queen's Award 
> for export achievement. Eighty 
percent of their production, 
amounting to one million 
pounds a year, is exported, 
mainly to the USA. 








Contd from Pg 12 


and reliability in long distance 
events and our experience with 
the 123cc motor in the Rickman 
suggests that in the right hands 
it is, indeed, a quick machine. 
But to move quickly, the motor 
really has to be'kept on the boil, 
Maximum horsepower is deve- 
loped at 6500 rpm and it felt to 
us that there was nothing below 
about 5000 rpm. 

Consequently a lot of gear 
chaing between the five cogs is 
necessary if you wish to take 
advantage of its plentiful power. 
Unfortunately, gear lever travel 
is long and this particular bike, 
at least, had a huge neutral which 
hid between first and second 
gear Until, when changing down, 
from second for a corner or a 
steep rise, it made itself known. 
‘One quickly learns tostamp it 
through with some force an such 
‘occasions. “Otherwise cog- 


swapping is reasonable and 
clutchless changes are no pro- 
blem if carried out correctly. 


EASILY CONTROLLED 
When the power does come 
on the 125 hurtles forward at 





a fate of knols few endiiro 
machines in this country could 
match, 

Frantic might have been an 
apt word to describe its per 
formance but for the fact that 
the machine is easily controlled 
and ‘responds to the riders 
wishes without fuss af bother 
A\ speect on bumpy surla 
steering remains true, The 
3elor forks.are well capable of 
taking rough punishinent and 
damping action could nat be 
faulted, The rear Girling 
shock absorbers are not adjust 
able but with meditim rate 
springs fitted they will perforin 
well in most situations. We 
certainly had no cause to 
complain of them, English 
Dunlop trials tyres are fitted 
to the steel wheel rims. The 
front is a 2.75 x 21 but the 
standard rear 4.00 x 18 rubber 
had been replaced on our test 
model by a huge 4.60 x 18 
knobbly taken from the 250 
moto-crosser. 

With the Rickmans’ own 
conical alloy wheel hubs front 
and rear, braking on both 
machines is first class. Rear 
brakes are operated by cable. 

The 125 enduro model is 
sold equipped for the road and 
so Comes.complete with lights 
and speedometer. The head- 
light and speedo had been re- 
moved from our machine but 
the rear light is moulded into 
the fibreglass tailpiece, |n- 
dicators are not fitted as stan- 
dard but the electrical system 
is wired, for them. 

Riding position is comfort- 





crossenwas also equipped with 
Steel rims and gas tank. As itis, 
dry weight of the machine is 
214 Ibs, which is on a par with 
Honda's CR250M and some 
pounds lighter than the Suzuki 
TM250 and Yamaha MX 250. 
The R250 was nore al home 
in the test surroundings and our 
testers could find little at fault 
with the machine. As with the 
125, adjustable rear shocks. 
would be nice, but with medium 
rate springs the units provide 
a firm ride without apy back 
jarring. Particularly light or 
heavy riders might require 
softer or harder tension springs. 


POWER 

The distinctive Montesa VR, 
powerplant develops its maximum 
power al 7500 rpm but has 4 
broad, useful power band which 
even newcomers to the sport 
will find relatively easy to use. 
Combined with a cycle which 
inspires confidence and cries 
out to be thrown around, it 
makes for exhilerating riding. 
And it's not just the novices 
thal benefit, as Hamilton 
expert Laurie Love demon- 
strated with his Montesa'VR 
moto-crosser several tirnes earlier 
this year. 

Gear changing with the five 
speed box is positive if firm: 
pressure is applied. When the 
clutch cable adjuster persisted 
in coming loose, stiffening the 
lever action, we discovered that 
clutchless changes are equally 
sweel. 

The.exhaust system doesn't 
encroach on leg space and is 


claimed to emit less-than.92.DbA. 

Small but important features: 
abound on bath machines. 
Common to both are metered 
chain oilers incorporated in the 
swing arm; snail cam adjusters 
for easy, quick and accurate 
chain adjtistment; a rubber 
mounted gas tank, hand frame 
welding; and of course, the 
nickel plating, a process which 
provides the frames with a 
tough, rust-resistant coating. 

The speedo on the enduro 
model also houses a trip meter 
which is adjustable forward or 
backwards. 
SALES IN NZ 

After riding these high class 
machines, the NZMCN staff 
discussed whether ar not they 
were likely to be absorbed into 
the mainstream of off-road bike 
sales in this country. The 
question is relatively simple 
with regard to the moto-crosser: 
it will probably join the ranks 
of the Bultacos, Montesas, and 
such, and will probably take a 
slice (albeit small) of the 
expanding market. Retail price 
works out at about $1495. 

The 125 Six Day Enduro is. 
a lotally different proposition. 
At the moment it isan unknown 
quantity ina field of the sport 
which is only just beginning to 
emerge here: serious, ang dis- 
tance enduros. The big question 
to which Stichbury’s hope to 
find the answer is “Are there 
riders here prepared to fork. 
out $1395 for such a machine?” 
We don't know, bul we think 
they have chosen the right time 
to find out. 





able and controls fall easily to 
hand but it is strictly a solo 
machine. The seat stands 31% 
inches from the ground and a 
zipper on the left side gives 
access to a sinall toolkit. 

The large fibreglass side- 
covers conceal the 26mm.Bing 
carburettor and, on the'right 
hand side, the battery. 

Steel wheel rims and a steel 
gas tank in place of alloy are 
not calculated to save weight but, 
the R125SD still tips the scales 
ata respectable 216 Ibs. No 
doubt in wet, sticky going the 
steel rims would Come into their 
own by retaining less mud than 
would alloy rims. However, we 
would have preferred to see 
alloy rims employed. 





Surprisingly, the 250cc moto- 
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FOR SALE: 


4 Ours Honde~ CA250~is/up for-sale. 


A very well maintained machine at 





a realistic price, $975.00. Ho 

. Specialists, Parumoana St, Porirua, 
Ph: 74041. 

FOR SALE: 


Minibike: Now you can build your 
‘own from easy to follow plans. 
Send $4.00 to Talon Distributors 
P.O. Box 45002 Lower Hutt. 


FOR SALE: 

Elsinore CR 250, 4 meetings, looks 
new, must sell, $1000 ONO. Ph: 
73387 or write D. Wilkinson, 3 
Suter St, Stoke Nelson. 


FOR SALE: 

1972 Kawascki H2 750. 14,000 
miles. All the goodies including TT 
100's competition lining’s and pads. 
Professionally rebuilt motor and gear- 
box. Original paint etc. A very 
competitive open production mount 
or a fast road machine. This bike 
has been prepared to castrol six hour 
standards and has never been drop- 
ped on the track. For genuine 
business reasons | can no longer race 
this bike. Finance available. Price 
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Many new listings. Enquire now 





NEW SHIPMENT ARRIVING SHORTLY. 


jid disappointment. All road and 


moto-cross models for Suzuki, Honda. Yamaha. Plus H2 and 21 
Kawasakis, Norton Commando and late model Triumphs. Special CR 
Honda units. 


KAWASAKI SPARES 
Prompt Mail Order Service 
Norjo motors 
239 Riccarton Road, Christchurch 
Telephone: 43-493 L.M.V.D. _ 


HONDA SPARES 
For All Models up to 100cc 
Prompt Mail Order Service 
Norjo motors 


834 Colombo Street, Christchurch 
Telephone: 50-172 L.M.V.D. 



















WE SERVICE KONI SHOCKS N.Z’s ONLY KONI SERVICE CENTRE 


CALENDER 
MOTORCYCLES LTD. 


93 ST. AUBYN ST., NEW PLYMOUTH L.M.v.D. 


SAZAIKY 











Motorcycle Supplies 


Rotorua 

















L 


ALSO NORTON TRIUMPH asa) 


YOUR KEY TO SERVICE SATISFACTION AND SUCCESS 


Ph: 84100. 


M.V.D, 


59 Amohau St. 


Rotorua, 






4p Stock NOW 

ultaco Lobito 175ce Trail $115 
A beaut for Trail or competition” 
Also Immediate Delivery 

Bultaco Alpina 350cc $1438 
Bultaco Alpina 250cc $1344 


Terms Available 


H.B, MOTOR CYCLES LTD 
Hastings St., Napier 


Phone: 54205 





negotiable. Contact Gary Thomp- 
son at Ross Todd Motors Limited 
Tokoroa Ph: 65299 Tokoroa busi- 
ness hours. 739 Lichfield Collect 
after hours. 


FOR SALE: 
TZ350 ex. Molloy — Rebuilt by us 
only $2,700.00. Husqvarna 400 as 
new $1,099.00. RD 250 with kit 
ready to race $1,100.00. Triumph 
750 Bonneville. — new condition 
Triumph 750 Trident as new. 





Whites Waikato Hamilton L.M.V.D.— 
Phone 84086, 84085, After hours” 


63462, 


SHAILER 


LTD ~ 


All Motor Upholstery 
MOTOR CYCLE SEATS 


A SPECIALITY 
ALSO ALL CANVAS 
WORK 


191 ALBERT ST. 
P.O, BOX 5 
PALMERSTON NORTH 
PHONE 79.088 


After Hours 77-421 and 26-545 





IALISTS 


74041 
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